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About the Composer

William Owens (b.1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. He is a seasoned music educator and very

active as a composer, clinician and conductor throughout the United States and Canada.
His compositional style for young ensembles displays a keen, practical approach which
has firmly established him as a leader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written over
200 commissioned and published works for concert band, string orchestra and small
ensemble. His music is performed and appears on required music lists nationally and
abroad.

William is a 1985 graduate of Chicago’s VanderCook College of Music and the recipient
of numerous awards and grants for composition. Professional memberships include the
American Society of Composers Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), the Texas Music Educators
Association (TMEA), the Association of Texas Small School Bands (ATSSB) and Phi Beta Mu

International Bandmasters Fraternity.

William resides in Fort Worth, TX with his wife and best friend, Georgia.

Big Bend
(for Solo Bassoon and Wind Ensemble)
Situated in West Texas along the Mexican border, Big Bend National Park dates back o 10,000 years. It offers

us a story of adaptation and survival as a constant flow of people and cyltures move gh this boundless and
mysterious region. Big Bend was established as a National Park in 1 nd, Whil rded as one of America’s
most spectacular, it is, quite ironically, the least visited. Q

Written for solo Bassoon and Wind Band, the majesty and sy o pr of th()@ﬁﬂcant institution come to us by
way of music.

Movement 1: Circa 1535 $

During this time, many Native American tribes inh By farming and establishing permanent
settlements, they negated the need to constantly for oth powerful and solemn, Circa 1535 depicts
the survival of these varied peoples in a vast enyj ent talns, desert and rivers.

Movement 2: Flora and Fauna
Famous for its natural resources and spec®geular g
and animal life. The flora offers breath ing colo

during the night. Flora and Fauna @q ite li
becomes calm and pensive as th mals cl |m}
Movement 3: Dark Sky

At twilight, Big Bend is one of the ver. %’kest places on earth. And in the darkness...a strange yet wonderful

solitude. As darkness and solitude are perceived as fearful, the proper mindset will find a reposeful place to
sooth the very soul. Introspectivesa y, Dark Sky truly speaks to the peculiar tranquility of night at Big Bend.

the park teems with thousands of species of plant
variety by day while animals emerge to feed and mate
artedly, depicting the diversity of plant life. The mood then
night, before once again becoming lively and carefree.

Movement 4: La Harmonia

It was so much more than jus lace to buy goods! In addition to providing goods and services, The La Harmonia
Store (est. 1902) fostered a sense of community, harmony and respect between its American and Mexican patrons
and played a key role in promoting positive relations between the two border factions. Quite reminiscent of the
region, this high-spirited final installment is a true celebration of cultures and solidarity.

Big Bend was commissioned by Mark Rogers in memory of his parents Bob and Mary Rogers, proud Plainview,
TX Bulldog Band members. The piece was premiered in January 2023 by the Heart of Texas Concert Band (San
Antonio), with the composer conducting.

NOTES TO THE DIRECTOR
Please be aware that the wind ensemble dynamics are not to be taken literally; they are quite relative and must
always yield to the *solo part. If needed, the Euphonium part may be used as a “de facto” 3rd Trombone part.
Please note that Mvt. 3 (Dark Sky) is written entirely in Tenor clef. As for the Maracas part in Mvt. 4, tambourine
will work equally well (or better, depending on you your preference).

o

williamowensmusic.com william.owens.581 Wingert-Jones Publications

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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III. Dark Sky
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Bb Clarinet 1 - —F— — = = ]
o e fe & be e be e - 5 < 4 d 14 L4
Cue: Hn. 2 Play: a2
|
. p am)
B> Clarinet 2,3 @b T T T T T T T T T T T t t T I I — I
© = - e be El o < P b i e FEd 3 & Do E4
"‘M—_/ ¥_/ P\_/
|
Bass Clarinet ,\ﬂ,_{v\ 5 } 3 } 3
R = E: = E! r | =
mp
- /_\\‘, /_\\" /\
Bassoon b i 2 3 2 i 2
\ mp pr
Alto a2 T —— S ——
Saxophone 1, 2 = § B g e ek
@ S R >
Tenor /. i \ | —4 “\ \
h s> ‘ ! o . =\ e = 2 !
ANA"4 bz 3 A |
Saxophone o - \\\J >
Baritone l‘? b T i K 31— -(» i
Saxophone S ] £ N € ] £
P D} . » o
;/
SOLO BASSOON [ == —F
—
mp
Bb Trumpet 1
Bb Trumpet 2, 3
HorninF1,2
Trombone 1, 2
Euphonium
Tuba X : : : :
- O . j O - j: O
;/
mp P
(F:C)
. . (n' T T I T T I T 1
Timpani 2520 ] 73 | yS o =] 73 | 73 - =] 7S |
L 4 [ 4 &
mp P
= = E= =4
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(Vibraphone) o I I I I I I
mf
(Tacet: Mvt. III)
Mallets 2
(Marimba, Xylophone) IS5
Percussion 1 1
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4 i (@] (@] -
Snare Drum) Maracas z z %
Percussion 2 (slowly, gradually faster, gradually slower) p —— mf —— P
(Rainstick, Maracas,
Claves, Mark Tree, HI ncd ©
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Bongos) P —— mf 3 4 5
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