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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

About the Composer
Dan Austin has been teaching instrumental music for 24 years, and is currently 

the Band Director and Instrumental Music Teacher at GCVI in Guelph, 
Ontario, Canada. In 2022, Dan was awarded the Keith Mann Outstanding 
Band Director Award by Musicfest Canada and the National Arts Centre, 
and in 2020 he was named the inaugural winner of the Beckwith Award 
by the Canadian Music Centre. A graduate of York University’s Jazz 
Music Program, Dan has developed and built strong music programs at 
both the elementary and high school level. Dan has presented several 

clinics at the annual Ontario Music Educators Association conference 
and is a regular contributor to the Canadian Music Educators Association 

Journal, Ontario Music Educators Association Journal, and the Ontario 
District Trillium Magazine. He has also been a guest lecturer in music education 

classes at the University of Toronto, McMaster University, and York University.

As a teacher, I often witness my students struggling through traumatic events in their lives. I find it so 
amazing and beautiful to watch those students’ peers lift them up and support them through these 
times. It reminds me that hope and kindness are at the core of the human experience. I believe that, 
even during the darkest times, there is always hope. I believe in the kindness of humanity. And although 
there are times when all seems lost, there is always hope on the horizon if we look hard enough. This 
piece was written to be a celebration of that hope—the hope that all people can live together in a loving 
and safe world. Sometimes just a simple message is all we need. Hope is always there.
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