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About the Composer

Joshua Hobbs (b. 1990) is a composer, arranger, and currently serves as the Director
of Bands of JW. Mitchell High School. During his teaching career, his ensembles
have regularly earned Superior ratings at Florida Band Association Music
Performance Assessments in Concert, Marching, and Jazz (district and state
levels). Under his direction, Joshua’s marching bands have also regularly been
recognized as State Finalists (2017, 2018) and as a State Champion in 2019.

Joshua has been hailed as one of the rising stars in the world of composition and
his reputation is growing rapidly. He has been selected as a winner of numerous
contests, most notably the National Band Association’s Young Composer Mentor
Project and Dallas Winds’ Brass Fanfare Composition Contest (2013 & 2017). His
output includes works for ensembles of all sizes and has been performed around
the world by artists and ensembles including the United States Air Force Band, Summit
Brass, Scott Hartman, Jeff Nelsen, John Almeida, Saint Louis Brass, at the New England Conservatory, University
of Alabama, at Florida Music Educators Association Conferences, International Trumpet Guild, International Horn
Society conferences and on many other occasions. Joshua’s music is published with Excelcia Music Publishing,
Neil A. Kjos Music, Hickman Music Editions, Triplo Press, Balguhidder Music, Dorn Publications and Cimarron Music
Press. Joshua is registered with the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) and resides
in Tampa, FL.

Joshua holds a master’s degree in Instrumental Conducting from the University of So %orida and a bachelor’s
degree in Music Composition from the University of Central Florida. He Ras studled ely with Andrew Boysen
Jr., Mark Camphouse, Timothy Mahr, Brian Balmages, Christopher Ma@and ated in composition master
classes with Eric Whitacre and more.

To the
(Ad Ast

The Latin Ad Astra Per Aspera translates to | ugh hamships to the stars” and is the motto for the
Challenger K-8 School of Mathematics and S

When Michelle McCarthy commissioned to writ Q/ork commemorating the school’s 20th anniversary,
| found that motto particularly inspj not only paints a metaphorical picture, but it also
painted a musical one in my mi e ew% the rising perfect fifth motives in the opening and the
ascending melodies first heard?ML?) Tgsy ante section beginning at M.40 turns this melody upside
down, sighaling some of the hardships t might encounter on our journey to the stars.

The aforementioned andante sectio @40 highlights the Clarinets, and the Percussion break that follows
at M.58 features the primary instr of the two Challenger K-8 Band Directors over its 20-year history:
Kathy Thompson (Clarinet) N elle McCarthy (Percussion).

o o

joshuahobbsmusic.com josh.hobbs.1610 JoshHobbsMusic Wingert-Jones Publications

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.



Commissioned and premiered by Michelle McCarthy and the Challenger K-8 Navigator Band
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