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About the Composer

Travis J. Weller (1973) is currently serving as the Assistant Chair for the Music
Department at Messiah University. In addition to that position, he is the Director
e of Music Education at Messiah University. His duties at Messiah include
\’ supervising instrumental music education students, teaching methods

courses, working with graduate conducting students, and conducting the

L o Symphonic Winds.
S

He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State University. Travis is
4 a member of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band
Association. He has previously served on the Phi Beta Mu International Board
of Directors and assisted with their social media outreach. He has presented
on instrumental music education at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic,
and PMEA and OMEA State Conferences. Travis has been gsontributing author for
articles in Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, National Ban@ciation Journal , The

PMEA Journal, and The Phi Beta Mu International Newsletter. O

school bands across Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, V|rg|n 3 and As a composer, Travis has

He is in frequent demand as a guest conductor for honor d co \kr in residence sessions with
published works available from multiple publishers imgluding —Jones Publications, Bandworks

Publications, The FJH Music Company, Grand Mesa @1 ouse Music Publishers, Carl Fischer,
Ludwig-Masters and Manhattan Beach Music. Travr\ es i City with his wife, their three daughters
and a son.

QQgs t:ngorchllght

“Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isa I@ a 16t§tury French carol traditionally associated with the
Provence region of France. It fiINI appeagg@i®a book of French Christmas carols in 1533, although the
tune itself was known since the 14th ceXt as a lively dance. Even today, some communities uphold
the tradition of children dressing shepherds and milkmaids while singing this on the way to
midnight Mass on Christmas. It % t spirit that | have set Tidings by Torchlight.

A tempo marking ofJ =1 \s been indicated on the score to allow groups to find a tempo that
is best suited to their ens™¥ble skill level. Wherever your group falls on that range, be consistent
throughout the entire work with pulse. Encourage your students to play with a characteristic sound
while maintaining lightness in all articulations. In place of a low tom, | also invite directors to experiment
with using a medium-sized hand drum (just be sure the student holds it high to get the sound out into
the performance space). If your program does not have access to a Vibraphone, please substitute in a
second Bell set. Thank you in advance for your support of this celebratory music, and | hope Tidings
by Torchlight is the perfect addition to your concert and brings the joy of the season to your audience.

You

Wingert-Jones Publications

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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