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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Kongamato

About the Composer
William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. He is a seasoned 

music educator and very active as a composer, clinician and conductor 
throughout the United States and Canada. His compositional style for 
young ensembles displays a keen, practical approach which has firmly 
established him as a leader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written 
over 200 commissioned and published works for concert band, string 
orchestra and small ensemble. His music is performed and appears on 
required music lists nationally and abroad.

William is a 1985 graduate of Chicago’s VanderCook College of Music and 
the recipient of numerous awards and grants for composition. Professional 

memberships include the American Society of Composers Authors and 
Publishers (ASCAP), the Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA), the Association of Texas Small 
School Bands (ATSSB) and Phi Beta Mu International Bandmasters Fraternity.

William resides in Fort Worth, TX with his wife and best friend, Georgia.

The Kongamato, whose name translates roughly to “breaker of boats,” is a terrifying flying reptile 
of Central African folklore. Natives and explorers have described it as a large reddish-black lizard 
with membranous wings devoid of feathers. According to legend, the Kongamato was notorious for 
overturning fishing canoes and attacking anyone who ventured too close to the riverbanks. Villagers 
would often carry charms before approaching the water, believing the riverbanks to be the creature’s 
nesting ground.

Driving rhythms and a brisk tempo are at the center of the work. Beginning rather intrepidly, the music 
couples haunting melodic lines with moments of both intensity and tenderness to offer a vivid yet 
ghastly picture of the eerie creature.

Wingert-Jones Publicationswilliam.owens.581williamowensmusic.com
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