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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Dead Reckoning

About the Composer
Perry Holbrook has served as Director of Orchestras at Walton High School 

since 2001. Under his leadership, the program has grown from 130 to 
over 380 string students. His ensembles have been invited to perform 
eight times at The Midwest Clinic, three times at the ASTA National 
Conference, and eight times at the Georgia Music Educators Association 
In-Service Conference. Internationally, his groups have completed four 
European concert tours.

A sought-after guest conductor and clinician, Dr. Holbrook has led the 
South Carolina and Alabama All-State Orchestras and conducted at the 

Sewanee Summer Music Festival. He has worked with honor orchestras in 
Texas, South Carolina, Kansas, Tennessee, and Georgia, and served as a clinician 

for the 2021 ASTA National Orchestra Festival. His presentations have been featured at The Midwest 
Clinic, ASTA National Conference, and the Georgia and Texas Music Educators Conventions.

Dr. Holbrook holds a DMA from the University of Minnesota, an MM from Arizona State University, and 
a BM from Wichita State University. He earned his teaching credentials at the University of Georgia.

“Dead Reckoning” was inspired by the bold spirits of maritime history—explorers who ventured into 
the unknown, guided by instinct, courage, and the quiet mystery of dead reckoning. This age-old 
navigational method, which relied on memory, direction, and the passage of time, was less a science 
than an educated guess—a journey shaped by dreams and calculated intuition.

Perfect for both formal and informal concert settings, “Dead Reckoning” invites listeners on a thrilling 
musical voyage filled with unexpected turns and vibrant energy. Driven by a captivating 6/8 groove, 
the piece sweeps players and audiences alike into its rhythmic current. Along the way, harmonics, sul 
ponticello, tremolos, and pizzicato add color and musical intrigue.

“Dead Reckoning” was composed for my dear friends and colleagues, Ashley Culley and Evelyn 
Champion, and the incredible students of the Dodgen Middle School Chamber Orchestra, in celebration 
of their performance at the 2025 Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Illinois.
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