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Program Notes

The majestic opening of this regal work gives way to a driving energy that
continues throughout. As is his signature with any work for concert band, Gilroy
makes great use of the percussion section, most notably the mallet percussion.
This composition works best with nine percussionists but can be performed with
eight or fewer if need be. The percussion statements in the opening section should

be well balanced with the bass drummer using allets to play the unison
rhythms in the first several measures, with v e articulation and musical
phrasing. The conductor should be relentless e tempo from measure 26 to
the end, making sure that the group doe or lose energy and intensity.
None of the percussion instruments sho& \0ns1dered optional, as they are all
solos in their own right. The wate simply a smabl gong that should be
dipped into an ice chest filled w ter it is struck%vvater will make the
pitch slowly drop for the desired e

About the Composer \/ OQ

Gary P. Gilroy is a r of Music a & r of Bands at California State
University, Fresn 93 he was ap sociate Director of Bands and

Director of thg ‘. arching B
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. i ands on the west coast, Dr. Gilr \
bec%m ands. ig'appointment he served for a decadefas
Ba ds at Fred C. 1gh School in Modesto, Califg @ his
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13 years in this position and ha

an W a arded se 1 honors as well as the Internatio r

Award from t ilip Sousa Foundation.
Gilroy 1 uest conductor and clinician throu the United

States. Mos ly, he has served as guest conductor fo regon All-State
JHS Honor Bafd and the California All-State High SchogPSymphonic Band. He
has published numerous compositions and arrangement§ for concert band,
percussion ensemble and marching band. \
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Sizzle Cym., Splash Cym.
Susp. Cym., Triangle

Player 2: Crash Cyms, Gong,
Susp. Cymbal, Triangle
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Percussion 2

Player 1: Brake Dr., High-hat,
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very high pitched Bongos

Player 2: large Floor Tom, Gong,
Rainstick, Susp. Cymb.

two Wood Blocks

Player 3: Bass Dr., Water Gong

Commissioned by Cavitt Junior High School, Olympus Junior High School and Granit Bay High School
in honor of retired Eureka Union School District Superintendent of seventeen years, Dr. Ronald Feist
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Majestically (J = 84) Gary P. Gilroy (ASCAP)
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