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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

This piece was commissioned by the Charlottesville (VA) High School Orchestra program to honor 
their retiring director, Laura Mulligan Thomas, who taught in a stellar orchestra program there for 
40 years. The musical term risoluto is defined as “A directive to perform the indicated passage of 
a composition in a resolved, bold, and resolute manner”. These terms accurately describe the way 
Ms. Thomas taught her students. Her confident and decisive style of teaching gave her students the 
resolve to achieve excellence in their music making. 

Risoluto

About the Composer
Gary Fagan was born in Frederick, Maryland where he remained until he 

began attending Bridgewater College in Virginia. After graduating in 1973 
with a degree in Music Education, he began teaching in Louisa County, 
VA. In 1975 he began teaching Instrumental Music in Albemarle County, 
VA and remained in that position until his retirement from the public 
schools in 2009. He received his Masters Degree in Music Education 
from James Madison University in 1978. In 2009, he began serving as 
a University Supervisor for James Madison University and held that 

position for 11 years. He also spent two years as an adjunct faculty 
member at J.M.U. teaching Instrumental Arranging on campus.
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Full Score GARY FAGAN
(ASCAP)

Risoluto

ª ª

  Commissioned by the members, alumni, and friends of the Charlottesville High School Orchestra 
in honor of their director, Laura Mulligan Thomas, at her retirement – with much love and gratitude

for her 40 years of inspirational leadership, vision, instruction, and love. Special thatks to Don Brubaker.
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