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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

All citizens of the United States of America owe a daily moment of gratitude for the men and women 
who serve and protect our freedom as members of the Armed Services. In my own family, my father, 
father-in-law, uncles, and cousins have all willingly served. When you consider the courage that every 
man and woman who serves musters to face certain adversity and peril, one should have overwhelming 
urge to thank them for their service.  

For Country and Courage is a work for young band that is intended to be a thank you “note” that your 
student musicians can share with the hometown heroes in their community. From the opening strains 
of the Caisson Song, the work is about two minutes and 20 seconds in length, and the technical ranges 
should be very comfortable for a student in their fourth semester of instrumental music instruction. 
There are some articulations indicated, but overall musicians should strive for a unified even articulation. 
The piece incorporates snippets from each of the armed services songs interspersed around strains of 
My Country Tis of Thee. Within the work there are several quotes of Chester, which is perhaps one of 
the earliest armed service songs, given its use by the continental army during the Revolutionary War. 
Some of the snippets have been adapted to better suit the development of young band members 
(ranges and key). To help young musicians who may not recognize the snippets, please direct their 
attention to the following measures:

                  Service Song                 Measures of Occurrences        

                  The Caisson Song  1-2, 17-18, 35-36, 63-66
                  Semper Paratus  24, 47, 52
                  The Marines Hymn  21-22, 58-59
                  The Air Force Song  7-8, 29-30, 39-40, 51-54
                  Anchors Away!  59-62
                  Chester   11-12, 37-38

The piece began as a flexible chamber piece during the summer of 2020 but has been reorchestrated 
for use by a full band in a traditional setting. It is my hope the piece provides a meaningful opportunity 
for students to connect with the rich history and connection between the armed services and bands. 
The piece is dedicated to veterans of the past and present, and those families who carry the memory 
of ultimate sacrifice. Thank you in advance for your support of the veterans in your community, and I 
wish you and your ensemble well as you present For Country and Courage. 

For Country and Courage

About the Composer
Travis J. Weller (1973) is currently serving as the Assistant Chair for the Music 

Department at Messiah University. In addition to that position, he is the 
Director of Music Education at Messiah University. His duties at Messiah 
include supervising instrumental music education students, teaching 
methods courses, working with graduate conducting students, and 
conducting the Symphonic Winds. 

He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State University. Travis is 
a member of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band 

Association. He has previously served on the Phi Beta Mu International 
Board of Directors and assisted with their social media outreach. He has 

presented on instrumental music education at the Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Clinic, and PMEA and OMEA State Conferences. Travis has been a contributing 

author for articles in Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, National Band Association Journal , The 
PMEA Journal, and The Phi Beta Mu International Newsletter. 

He is in frequent demand as a guest conductor for honor bands and composer in residence sessions 
with school bands across Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Virginia, and New England. As a composer, 
Travis has published works available from multiple publishers including Wingert-Jones Publications, 
Bandworks Publications, The FJH Music Company, Grand Mesa Music, C.L. Barnhouse Music Publishers, 
Carl Fischer, Ludwig-Masters and Manhattan Beach Music. Travis resides in Grove City with his wife, 
their three daughters and a son.

travisjweller.com TheTravisJWeller travisjweller travis j wellertravisjweller
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