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Program Notes 
 
Time to Tango is a musical play on words where students have to “tango” back and 
forth between 2/4 and 4/4. Encourage players to follow the natural rise and fall of 
the phrases with their dynamics. The major section is intended to showcase the 
lower strings of the orchestra with a strong melody and sweeping triplet rhythms. A 
lush sound, full bow, and vibrato will help this section come to life. Along with the 
musical mischief of the meter changes, the variation on the theme at measure 63 
should be playful and sneaky. Direct students to play this section short, off the string, 
and pianissimo. I hope you and your students enjoy Time to Tango! 
 
About the Composer 
 
Erica Donahoe currently directs the New Albany Plain Local Schools orchestra 
program, which serves over 400 string students in New Albany, Ohio. She holds a 
bachelor's degree from the United States Air Force Academy, and bachelor's 
and master's degrees from The Ohio State University. After having served in the Air 
Force, Ms. Donahoe returned to music and has been an active teacher and performer 
in central Ohio the last 15 years.  
 
Ms. Donahoe, a violinist, has performed with the Pikes Peak Philharmonic, the 
MacLean Virginia Symphony Orchestra, Springfield Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Central Ohio Symphony Orchestra and is currently a performer and student mentor 
with the New Albany Symphony Orchestra. In addition, she performs bluegrass, 
country, and rock with various local bands. Having grown up in a very musical 
household, one of her favorite activities is making music with family members. She 
has compositions published with several major publishers. 
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