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1  Full Score
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8 Violin 2

3 Violin 3 (Viola T.C.)

5 Viola

3 Viola (Violin A.C.)

5 Cello

5 Bass

1 Rehearsal Piano

2 Percussion  – Bass Drum or Floor Tom, Tambourine
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Program Notes 

This traditional Ethiopian folk song is an ancient warrior cry. The pounding of the 
drums stirs up a sense of anticipation and bravery – a call to war heard in the driving 
percussion. In addition to playing double-stops and heavy accented rhythms, players 
will get to practice reading music in cut time, with emphasized downbeats. They will 
also encounter the augmented interval of B-flat to C-sharp, which requires careful 
listening to achieve good intonation in the unusual finger pattern. It may be useful for 
young players to first learn the piece slowly with a quarter-note metronome setting in 
4/4. As the tempo is increased, each section should listen to how their part fits 
together with others, bringing out the fierce melody when it occurs.  

 

About the Composer 

Kathryn Griesinger received her B.A. (cello) and M.M. (music education) degrees from 
the University of Akron in Ohio, where she later taught string pedagogy courses as 
adjunct faculty. She taught orchestra in Lake Local private and public schools for 13 
years, while freelancing as an arranger and cellist for various orchestras and ensembles. 
Her symphonic composition, Legends of Glory, won a performance commission from 
the Women's Philharmonic Advocacy and was premiered in Oakland, California in 2015. 
A string orchestra adaptation has since been published by Wingert-Jones. Kathryn has 
composed sight-reading music for district music festivals, and her pieces have been 
performed by many student honors orchestras. She enjoys writing fun and exciting 
music for students that supports developing playing technique. Kathryn is currently 
the Orchestra Editor for J.W. Pepper and String Editor for Wingert-Jones Publications 
in Pennsylvania.  
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Duration ca. 1:30

Zira! Zira!

Traditional

arranged by Kathryn Griesinger (ASCAP)
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