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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to String Premiere, Performance Works for Young Strings. Spanning grades 1 through 2+, this collection
of 30 arrangements and original works is sequenced from simple pieces for young sfring players up through more
complex works for intermediate students.

These early arrangements are uniquely scored, yef musically interesting for players and audience dlike N\Jhe

collection covers a variety of musical styles, from delightful arrangements of timetested works to pular
musical styles, including folk and rock. The melodic lines are passed through Violin Il, Viola, | ss parts
in addition to Violin I. A Violin lll book that parallels the viola part is al vo ble.

String Premiere wish you outstanding success with your céncerts and perform

|e ant isformati ouT the music, the
ments utili percussive fechniques,
siudent int ythmic drive. The authors of
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1. Czech Folk Song Traditional

arranged by Joanne Erwin

This song is from the region of Bohemia in the Czech Republic. Much Czech folk music is strongly related to dance forms; this tune,
translated as "Annie Went to the Cabbage" or "To the Garden Annie Went," has strong elements of the polka, and is a song for young
children.
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arranged by Joanne Erwin

ue B % SCOtland Traditional

This tune dates back to 1801. As'With many songs, there ng sets of lyrics. Franz Josef Haydn (1732-1809) used this tune as the
basis for one of his piano trios.
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German Folk Song
arranged by Joanne Erwin

3. A Riddle

This English folk song and lullaby went with settlers to Appalachia. The roots of this piece date back to the 15th century. Many American

folk singers have recorded this piece.
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4. ROCk Jam Kathleen Horvath

Rock-inspired rhythms in both the melodic and supporting lines imparts a modern feel to this piece. Special effects (knocking on
instruments and foot stomps) add a strong percussive drum-set-like element.
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5. Wabash Cannonball American Traditional
arranged by Robert D. McCashin

This American folk song was first published in 1882, titled "The Great Rock Island Route." Written by J. A. Roff, the subject is a fictional
train named for the Wabash River in Indiana. The title of the piece was changed tot he current one in the early 20th century.
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6. H()liday Medley arranged by Joanne Erwin

The three well-known holiday pieces in this medley evoke the winter season: Jolly Old St. Nicholas; The First Noel; and Joy to the World.

Moderate

"

t
a
\
<
| 10
| 10
| YEN
I g
(\IHN

Q) - - -

LS
-
a

3

Q ’\0
O ‘Q\m Stow

\/ i M
— oL
ES
— .
mp
| N\ )
| ? I I
™, | |  ——
5 ! I —— N I E
g - pia—a e =F i*"” i? z s IP—p—i
24 cresc mf
Moderate
# | | l‘lI —_ | —
‘ L]
i I . . ¢ Z_d [ » 2]
30 f




BiE

45

g
- —

45

1

51

65

(&)

%)
1

73

M

1

H

74



Argentinian Folk Song
arranged by Brenda Mitchell

7. Mi Chacra

This is a children's song from Argentina about a farm. The lyrics of the song verses include a number of animals found on a farm, with
accompanying animal sounds ("quack," "oink," etc.).
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Robert D. McCashin

The playful feeling conveyed by the melodic line lends to the scene of rabbits racing to the finish. All instruments have the

melody at some point during this piece.
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Traditional

9. O Chanukah .
arranged by Joanne Erwin

This traditional Chanukah song is a lively tune. The lyrics refer to activities associated with celebrating Chanukah: lighting the menorah,
dancing the horah, eating treats and latkes, and playing with a dreidel, a small top.
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H&}Yty Bitty-Waltz

rming, simple m

This pleasant little waltz begins and ends
to celli and bass.
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11. Boil Them Cabb age American Fiddle Tune
arranged by Kathleen Horvath

This American folk song has had various lyrics associated with it. This piece was frequently used in the past (and the present) to teach
young musicians how to play traditional folk music instruments, such as the fiddle, guitar, dulcimer, and banjo.
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12. Early One Morning English Folk Song
arranged by Robert D. McCashin

This English folk song was first published in the 1850's, while the lyrics were published earlier, in the 1780's. One can find a number of
recordings of this piece by contemporary artists.
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After the Vienna premier in 1905, The Merry Widow became the most internationally well-known operetta of its time.

Allegro

13. Merry Widow Waltz

Franz Lehar

arranged by Robert D. McCashin
"The Merry Widow Waltz," composed by Austro-Hungarian composer Franz Lehar (1870-1948) is from his operetta, The Merry Widow.

a

Sty

“

\

D

ef_

;
0\/
nf

T <

9

S

v
——

LS
)10
<

| 1HAA

e
o

?j

™

™

™

45

N

g

g

g

| 1HER
| 1HEE

| 1HEE

53

™M™

™M™

™M™

"™

™M™

L)

L )

61

a

™M™

Nl
Al

N
P

QL]

7

11




14. The British Grenadiers Traditional
arranged by Brenda Mitchell

"Grenadiers" originally carried grenades, but eventually the "grenadiers" were chosen for their size and physical strength. This tune is
played for British and Canadian military forces each June at the Trooping the Colour ceremony celebrating the British sovereign's birthday.
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15. Trepak \* Pyotr. chaikovsky
agran ed D. McCashin

Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) based the "Trepak" in his ballet The Nutcracke he itional Ukrai The quick tempo and lively
rhythms reflect the lively nature of this dance, traditionally performed b @ 1‘\
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16. Soldier's March Robert Schumann
arranged by Robert D. McCashin

Robert Schumann (1810-1856) wrote "Soldier's March" for piano, as part of the larger work, Album for the Young Op. 68, written in 1848.
Schumann composed this work for his three young daughters. Album for the Young is playable by young musicians.
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17. What I lee t he Child .
Spanish Carol
arranged by Brenda Mitchell
This is on old Catalan carol. Catalonia is f Spain, with Fran north and the Mediterranean Sea to the east. Barcelona is a
major city in Catalonia, which has a st herltage an ndependence Major people from Catalonia include cellist
Pablo Casals, artist Salvador D tect Antoni Gaudl
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18. The Great Gate of Kiev Modest Mussorgsky

arranged by Robert D. McCashin

Russian composer Modest Mussorgsky (1839-1881) composed "The Great Gate of Kiev" for piano in 1874. It is part of a multi-movement
work, Pictures at an Exhibition, written in memory of Mussorgsky's friend Viktor Harmann. The ten movements are musical depictions of
ten watercolors by Hartmann. The piano version of Pictures at an Exhibition was orchestrated by several people, including the
most-often-performed version by Maurice Ravel.
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arranged by Robert D. McCashin

This English folk song/ballad dates bac 0s. By the ea illiam Shakespeare referenced "Greensleeves" in his play
"The Merry Wives of Windsor." omposers have use nsleeves melody as the basis for a work, including English
composer Ralph Vaughan-Wi
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The "Can-Can" is an energetic dance that was performed by a women's chorus line. The dance featured flashy costumes and high leg kicks.

20. Can-Can

Jacques Offenbach

arranged by Kathleen Horvath

Composer Jacques Offenbach (1819-1880) included the "Can Can" in his operetta, Orpheus in the Underworld.
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21. Arkansas Traveler Traditional American
arranged by Robert D. McCashin

This lively fiddle tune has had several sets of lyrics written for it over the years. The composer was Colonel Sanford Faulkner. The music
was first published in 1847, and was the state song for Arkansas from 1949-1963.
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arranged by Brenda Mitchell
Based on the theme from Haydn's String Q 76 No. 3, 2nd i§ work is called the "Emperor" quartet. The theme for the
Austrian Hymn was later used in the G ustrlan natio
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23. Downtown Detective Kathleen Horvath

Repeated rhythmic blues motives in the lower strings are punctuated by the upper strings. This piece is reminiscent of television theme
songs and movie scores from the 1960s and 70s with detectives relentlessly chasing criminals. The syncopated rhythms in the upper strings
near the end heighten the dramatic feeling of this piece.
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24. Minuet in G J.S. Bach
arranged by Brenda Mitchell

Minuet in G is one of a number of pieces in the "Notebook for Anna Magdalena Bach," J. S. Bach's second wife. This minuet was

originally composed for keyboard.
Andante
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25. Pat-a-Pan French Carol
arranged by Robert D. McCashin

This French carol, written by Bernard de La Monnoye (1641-1728) was first published in 1720. "Pat a Pan" refers to the drummer, while
"tu-re-lu-re" in the lyrics references the flute. Shepherds play both drum and flute in this piece.

Moderato (In 2)
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26. The Harmonius Blacksmith

George Frederic Handel
arranged by Brenda Mitchell

This arrangement is based on the last movement, Air and Variations, of Handel's Suite No. 5 for harpsichord. Interestingly, Handel never
called this work "The Harmonious Blacksmith." This title first appeared in the 19th century.

Moderato
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27. Rondeau Jean-Joseph Mouret
arranged by Robert D. McCashin

Jean-Joseph Mouret (1682-1738) was a French composer. This "Rondeau" is one of his most enduring compositions, from the first
Suite de symphonies. "Rondeau" is the French word for "rondo," a musical form the alternates a principal theme with one or more
contrasting sections. The "Rondeau" is a frequently heard wedding processional. It was also the theme for the PBS Masterpiece Theatre
series.

Allegro moderato
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28. Scotland the Brave Traditional

arranged by Joanne Erwin

This patriotic work is considered Scotland's unofficial national anthem. The melody was written around 1900; lyrics were written later,
around 1951. "Scotland the Brave" is frequently performed by pipe bands (bagpipes and drums).

Moderate
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p) Scottish Traditional
* %) arranged by Joanne Erwin
Loch Lomond is a Scottish lake. The song omond" was publ 1, written by an unknown composer. The tune has existed
as a song from the 1700s.

g

N

P

oy

Slow and mae A llttle faster
ml | 4I
G ! a, =i i -

nf
) Qe

N
)
[
ul

L vV v VoV LV Vv oV
e == EEste ==
~ o "'\_/’ 4 | |
16 Jf  resolutely
21 rit.

_9 \/- V I 7 | | |
Gt revr ===
) —= —

21

:

(@)

o]
[y

23



30. Scarborough Faire English Traditional
arranged by Robert D. McCashin

Scarborough is a town in the Yorkshire region of England. This traditional ballad, dating back to at least the 1500s, has a lovely
minor/modal melody. Many adaptations and versions of this timeless tune exist.

Slow and solemn
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