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Description 

This work seeks to describe the excitement and anticipation of those who travelled 
the “Pilgrim Road” to Jerusalem in centuries past.  Technically demanding, the 
driving thematic materials of the opening and closing sections alternate between 
arco melodies and pizzicato countermelodies.  The middle, plaintive section, 
balances the outer frenetic sections.  It is an appropriate celebration of a man who 
has guided many pilgrims along their own personal spiritual journeys. 

 

About the Composer 

Jeffrey S. Bishop is currently the director of orchestras and division coordinator of 
fine arts at Shawnee Mission Northwest High School in Shawnee Mission, Kansas, a 
suburb of Kansas City. Jeffrey has presented sessions at the Midwest International 
Band and Orchestra Clinic and the American String Teachers Association National 
Convention. He is in demand as a clinician, conductor, and composer across the 
country. He has served as on-line mentor for the Music Educators National 
Conference Online Orchestra Forum. His articles have appeared in the first three 
volumes of the GIA Publication “Teaching Orchestra through Performance,” the 
Instrumentalist magazine, and Orchestra News. Orchestras from Shawnee Mission 
Northwest have consistently earned the highest ratings at KSHSAA State Festivals 
and regional competitions across the country and have appeared at the Kansas 
Music Educators Association In-Service Workshop and the ASTA National Orchestra 
Festival. 

An accomplished conductor, Bishop earned his M.M. in Orchestral Conducting from 
WSU in 1995. He graduated with his B.S. in Music Education from Northwest Missouri 
State University in 1993. Jeffrey’s compositions for string orchestra, full orchestra, 
concert band, and choir have been commissioned and performed in the United 
States, Mexico, and throughout Europe. The recipient of the 1997 National School 
Orchestra Association Composition Contest Award with his “Symphony for Strings 
No. 1,” Bishop has nearly one hundred pieces published by the Neil A. Kjos Music 
Company, Wingert-Jones Music, and C-Alan Publications. Jeffrey completes 
between three and five commissions every year for a divergent range of ensembles, 
from college/civic orchestras to middle school bands and orchestras.   Samples of 
his music can be found online at his YouTube Channel, 
www.youtube.com/jeffreysbishop. For more information on how to commission a 
piece for your ensemble, please visit www.jeffreysbishop.com. 
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On the Pilgrim's Road

Jeffrey S. Bishop (ASCAP)

Thematic material from songs of the 12th & 14th Century Pilgrim's Road to Jerusalem

To Fr. Mike Scully for his patient guidance
Duration 4:45

Any reproduction, adaptation or arrangement of this work in whole or in part without the consent of the copyright owner constitutes an infringement of copyright.
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