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Description 

This piece is specifically designed for a combined concert with ensembles from the 
elementary, middle, and high school levels but can also be used by directors to 
facilitate a performance by other ensembles of varying performance levels.  Each 
orchestra is imagined as a knight that has its own theme.  In the introduction of the 
piece, each “Knight” is introduced one by one as each unique theme increases in 
complexity.  The middle section begins at measure 44 and quickly introduces an 
energetic “Adventure Theme” that is powerfully stated in a tutti fashion at measure 
52.  The middle and high school orchestras then blend and interweave their themes 
together as the piece segues back to the statement of the first theme. The ending is 
an embellished and tutti statement of that first theme, which is intended to give 
importance to the beginning stages of string instruction that occur in the elementary 
years. 

“The Three Knight’s Quest” is a piece that is intended to have flexibility and creativity 
for each particular performance.  You can assign each orchestra “knight” a color 
based upon school colors. For example, the elementary orchestra can be the Gold 
Knight, the middle school orchestra can be the Gray Knight, and the high school 
orchestra can be the Blue Knight.  This can be changed for each performance and 
can also be a great opportunity for student input on how to characterize each knight 
in order to make it more personally applicable for them.  

 

About the Composer 

Austin Isaac has taught orchestra at the elementary and secondary levels in both 
public and private schools in Virginia.  He received his B.M, cum laude, from James 
Madison University with a concentration in instrumental education.  He has been 
commissioned and has written works for string orchestra, full orchestra, and choir.  In 
May of 2014, Austin conducted the premier of his full orchestral work “Choralis, A 
Symphonic Sketch” with the Manassas Symphony Orchestra. 

As a double bassist, Austin has been an active performer in a variety of orchestras in 
the Northern Virginia area and as a clinician.   He has co-presented on improvisation 
in the instrumental classroom at the Virginia Music Educators Conference and has 
adjudicated at Virginia state orchestra assessment.   Austin is currently the lead 
orchestra director at Lake Braddock Secondary School in Burke, Virginia, where he 
oversees a robust strings program from grades 7-12. 
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