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Program Notes

Spy Games is an exciting and entertaining piece that pays homage to the many novels, films, and
television programs that have centered on the subject of espionage. Many of the world’s most
beloved fictional characters possess skills associated with spying, otherwise referred to as tradecraft.
These skills include intelligence gathering, sabotage, and infiltrating an enemy’s ranks. Although
spying is a serious and real life occurrence, many youngsters throughout the world continue to play
their own versions of activities that in many ways can be called spy games.

This work is based around two rather catchy and popular style melodies that make use of rhythms
that are swung. These melodies, coupled with a five-four meter, create a unigue and memorable feel
to the piece. It is encouraged that players will approach the piece by first learning the prevailing
rhythmic motive that is found throughout the opening measures. Once attained, acquiring the
remainder of the notes should come rather quickly.

In order to increase clarity, the first three beats in the five-four bars should be rather separtedO
terms of articulation. In contrast, performers may choose to slightly lengthen the last tw

the bar, thus creating a feeling of forward motion. This approach can\be especially effec a e
end of phrases.

The lyrical middle section should be more delicately played Nntheopening gnd oSi ctions of
the piece. The swung melody should dominate throu the, middle sectign,despite/sometimes
being located in the second violin and viola parts. \

About the Composer

Dr. Brent Smith is the Director of Orches nakStrings at ollege in Ephraim, Utah. Prior to

joining the Snow College faculty in 2004@1&%1 taught for eral years at the University of Texas
Pan American in Edinburg, Texas. A \/ plished string educator Dr. Smith has published articles
with American String Teacher and _cukkently serves on the e board of Utah’s chapter of the
American String Teachers Assogia r. Smith be 009 Winner of the Texas Orchestra
Director Association’s annual sition contest.@ming work, titled Sacagawea, is published
by Wingert-Jones Publicationsiin2012 he won ASTA composition contest with Bonneville, a
piece inspired by thg ille Salt Flats. In O, Br. Smith earned a Doctor of Arts degree in cello
performance from ado with a secondary focus in music education. He
also received a Maste

Bachelor of Music degree ion'from Utah State University. Dr. Smith lives in Ephraim
with his wife Marcie.
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