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Program Notes 
 
Pioneer Sky is a jubilant overture, bristling with energetic ostinatos and broad, heroic melodies that 

are passed around to all the parts. In the spirit of exploration, it is a great selection for students who 
have just started shifting. There is some mandatory but easy shifting for the cellos and basses and 
optional shifting for the violins and violas. Students and audiences will be inspired by the triumphant, 
romantic style of this piece. 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Doug Spata is a graduate of the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. Though he is 
a clarinetist by training, his experience as an orchestra teacher has led him to compose primarily for 
strings. Besides music for student musicians, Mr. Spata has composed peras, ballet scores, 
symphonies, and many other symphonic, band, chamber, and solo works. 
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