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Program Notes 

Dedicated to the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors Association's District 2 
Honor Band (Virginia Beach, Virginia), Tidewater Fanfare is a tribute to my good 
friends John Boyd, Director of Bands at Princess Anne High School, and Timothy J. 
Rossettini, Director of Bands at Tallwood High School. John's son, a French horn 
player, was in the band that premiered the piece, and Tim is an outstanding 
percussionist who had many students in the ensemble.  

With that in mind, the piece is highly energetic and rhythmic in nature, with soaring 
horn lines and sophisticated percussion parts. The woodwind parts are significant to 
help use their frenetic energy to propel the motives and the piece forward, and the 
brass lines are a modern representation of a minimalistic fanfare. Be sure to use 
articulate mallets on all percussion instruments to ensure proper articulation. 

At rehearsal 5, the flute 2 and oboe parts should be clearly heard to ensure the 
resulting woodwind rhythm represents a measure of dovetailed sixteenth notes. 
Rehearsal 42 is somewhat fugal in nature; please be mindful that each subject can be 
clearly heard when it enters. 

I hope you and your band enjoy performing the piece. 

About the Composer 

Mark Lortz is Director of Bands at Stevenson University (Stevenson, MD). Prior to his 
appointment Mr. Lortz was the Fine Arts Department Chair and Band and Orchestra 
director at Westminster high school (Westminster, Maryland) where the school's 
music department has received awards from the Music Educators National 
Conference and the Maryland Music Educators Association. The marching band won 
numerous band competitions and the Westminster high school music department 
was selected as a national semi-finalist Grammy Signature School.  
 
Mr. Lortz earned degrees from The Peabody Conservatory of Music of the Johns 
Hopkins University, majoring in percussion performance, music education and 
composition.  He has performed with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the 
Baltimore Chamber Symphony, the Baltimore Choral Arts Society, the Baltimore 
Opera Orchestra, the Gettysburg Symphony, The Dallas Brass, the New York Pops 
Orchestra, and various concert and theatrical productions. 
 
Mr. Lortz’s music has been premiered at the prestigious Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Clinic, Bands of America National Percussion Festival, and schools throughout the 
nation. In 2013, the Baltimore Ravens commissioned him to compose a new 
composition to be performed at every Ravens home football game. He is the brass 
arranger for the champion Reading Buccaneers Drum Corps Associates (DCA) Drum 
& Bugle Corps and he has arranged marching band music for high schools and 
colleges throughout the country. Mr. Lortz has been recognized as one of the “50 
Directors Who Make a Difference” by School Band & Orchestra magazine. 
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