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Program Notes  

Inspired by the poem "High Flight” by John Gillespie Magee, Jr., Celestial Flight takes 
off with sweeping woodwinds and mallets soaring above the initial melodic 
statement by the brass.  The dotted eighth/sixteenth rhythmic melody works its way 
upward, gradually rising to the lyrical middle section.  The expressive sustained 
melody of the middle section is the musical quotation of “while with silent, lifting 
mind I’ve trod the high untrespassed sanctuary of space…”  As the piece reaches its 
melodic apex, it carries us to the end of the poem: “…put out my hand and touched 
the face of God.” 

Performance Notes 

• Make certain dotted rhythms are played with precision and the articulations 
are exaggerated somewhat, allowing space between notes 

• To enhance the feeling of flight, exaggerate swells and diminuendos 

• In the middle section, staccato notes are to be in steep contrast to the lyrical 
legato melody 

• Make certain that you aim for the end, building both dynamically and 
energetically 

• Watch percussion parts closely, taking care to use the correct mallets and 
making certain the timpani are tuned to the correct pitches 

About the Composer 

Johnson received his BS in Music Education from the University of Missouri in 1972 
and did his graduate work at the UMKC Conservatory of Music.  He has taught 
elementary, secondary, and college level instrumental music and retired from 
Columbia, MO Public Schools although he remains an adjunct instructor throughout 
the district as a percussion specialist.  He has adjudicated throughout the state and 
has several solo/ensemble compositions published. He and his is wife, Glenna, a 
violist, pianist, and vocalist, live on their small bit of heaven they call “Shady Oak 
Farm” where they raised their three children and began a no-kill animal sanctuary in 
1995. 
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