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Program Notes 

Nikola Tesla (1856–1943) was one of history’s greatest inventors and engineers. A 
Serbian American, he is best known to the world for his contributions to the 
development of the alternating current (AC) electricity supply system. Endlessly 
creative, he felt his designs and visions resulted in part from his ability to control “lucid 
dreaming” – the awareness of the dream state. His ultimate dream led to the 
construction of Wardencliffe Tower in Shoreham, New York, in 1902 which he believed 
he could develop into a new wireless power transmission system that would 
revolutionize the world. This dream would go unrealized as the tower was scrapped in 
1917 in order to pay off his debts. Will the future bring Tesla’s vision to fruition? 

Tesla’s Dream begins with a soft, contemplative flute solo, backed up by mallet 
percussion as though we are witness to his lucid dreaming. The woodwind section 
repeats this theme, leading to a full ensemble impact which represents Tesla’s moment 
of creation and inspiration. The music suddenly becomes faster, with strong Eastern 
European overtones. The initial tranquil flute melody is then transformed into a frenetic 
dance, symbolizing Tesla’s many wide-swinging moods and colorful eccentricities. 
 
About the Composer 
 
Dr. Gary D. Ziek, Professor of Music, is the Director of Bands and Professor of Trumpet 
at Emporia State University.  Dr. Ziek was the recipient of the Roe R. Cross 
Distinguished Professor Award for 2008-2009.    
 
He received his Doctor of Musical Arts Degree in Wind Conducting from Michigan 
State University.  He received his Master of Arts in Trumpet Performance and his 
Bachelor of Science in Music Education from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Dr. 
Ziek served in the United States Army and was a member of the Continental Army 
Band at Fort Monroe, Virginia.   
 
He has performed and conducted in over twenty five states, as well as in France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Canada and China.    
 
His compositions and arrangements have been played throughout the United States.  
International performances of his works include recent concerts in China, Belgium, The 
Netherlands, Japan, Singapore and Taiwan (The National Symphony of Taiwan).  
 
Dr. Ziek is a Bach Trumpet Artist, and performs on a Model 37 Stradivarius. 
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