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Program Notes 
 
The Road to Castlemaine is a collection of Australian folk songs depicting the sounds 
and scenes of this beautiful, picturesque landscape, displaying an Aussie twist with a 
tongue-in-cheek and, some might say, “down under” tuneful way. The first movement 
includes The Wonderful Crocodile and The Old Jig-Jog, melodies and lyrics that 
capture the attitudes held by migratory workers in nineteenth-century Australia. Full of 
energy and dance-like qualities, the movement captures the robust attitudes of those 
who settled the great continent. The River Fraser provides the melodic content for the 
second movement, a slow impassioned lament. It is a searing, moving statement that 
served as the anthem of the exploited industrial workers of the same time period. 
 
The third movement comprises three popular tunes, all stemming from the musical 
stylings of a local self-taught Australian musician who learned his craft while working in 
the coal fields. Based upon a previously known melody, its lively bounce made it the 
perfect candidate for a flute and tin whistle presentation and transitions smoothly into 
the second theme, The Flying Pieman. An Irish reel, it captures the vitality and vigor of 
joyful dancing around the campfire after a hard day of back-breaking labor. The final 
tune, The Cherry Tree, comes from the tradition in which song and story are passed 
down generations, finding new lyrics, variations, and meanings in the process. 
Presented in two contrasting styles, the first is a haunting theme, poignant in flavor, 
and passionate in meaning. The second iteration is a bravely forged march in 
punctuated and dramatic style. The coda fittingly draws threads of earlier thematic 
material (along with a fragment of the second movement), dying away bit by bit, prior 
to an explosion of energy and good humor to close. 
 
A Note of Thanks 
 
The composer extends his thanks to the Mississippi State University students enrolled 
in the Band Arranging course during the spring semester of 2019 for their assistance in 
preparing these program notes. 
 
About the Composer 
 
Barry E. Kopetz heads the Department of Music at Mississippi State University and 
conducts the Starkville Symphony Orchestra. Previously, he was professor of 
conducting and director of bands at the Capital University Conservatory of Music in 
Columbus, Ohio.  He conducted the Symphonic Winds, Wind Symphony, and Chamber 
Winds and taught both graduate and undergraduate conducting.  Kopetz has taught 
at the University of Utah, the University of Minnesota, Bowling Green State University 
(Ohio) and in the public schools of South Carolina and Ohio. 
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III. Herb's Jig and Other Dances
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