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Program Notes 

Pele is the Hawaiian goddess of fire, lightning, wind, and volcanoes. She is revered as 
both a creator and destroyer. According to legend, Pele lives in Kilauea, one of the 
most active volcanoes in the world. 

On a recent visit to the big island of Hawaii, I was fortunate to see Kilauea in an angry 
mood, spewing fire and lava into the night sky. Serving as a backdrop to this spectacle 
were a group of followers of Pele, chanting in the unseen distance. Their chant became 
the basis of this composition. 

The first of four connected sections is Tribute, which uses the chant melody which was 
sung that night. Starting with a solo voice, it is repeated twice, with each repetition 
adding weight to the chant. The Awakening comes next, as Pele wakes from her long 
slumber. A mysterious and ominous mood is set here with a secondary theme, 
consisting of climbing 16th notes, building to a tremendous climax as Pele reveals 
herself in her full glory. As she has done from the dawn of time, Pele must serve the 
dual roles of destroyer and creator. March to the Sea comes at a faster tempo as two 
themes interweave through a variety of multiple meters as Pele undertakes her 
inexorable journey to the ocean. The music climaxes as Pele completes her destiny in 
the final section, Fire Meets Water. 

About the Composer 
 
Dr. Gary D. Ziek, Professor of Music, is the Director of Bands and Professor of Trumpet 
at Emporia State University.  Dr. Ziek was the recipient of the Roe R. Cross 
Distinguished Professor Award for 2008-2009.    
 
He received his Doctor of Musical Arts Degree in Wind Conducting from Michigan 
State University.  He received his Master of Arts in Trumpet Performance and his 
Bachelor of Science in Music Education from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Dr. 
Ziek served in the United States Army and was a member of the Continental Army 
Band at Fort Monroe, Virginia.   
 
He has performed and conducted in over twenty five states, as well as in France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Canada and China.    
 
His compositions and arrangements have been played throughout the United States.  
International performances of his works include recent concerts in China, Belgium, The 
Netherlands, Japan, Singapore and Taiwan (The National Symphony of Taiwan).  
 
Dr. Ziek is a Bach Trumpet Artist, and performs on a Model 37 Stradivarius. 
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