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Program Notes 
 
Celebratory in nature, Radiance was written to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the Governor Thomas Johnson High School Band in Frederick, Maryland, Kim Sandifer, 
director. Vibrant musical material features layers of sounds as well as a driving 7/8 
meter that challenges every instrument in the band. Radiance represents a 
contemporary picture of the 21st century high school with its vast mixture of people of 
all backgrounds and experiences. 
 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Mark Lortz is Director of Bands at Stevenson University 
(Stevenson, MD). Prior to his appointment Mr. Lortz was the Fine 
Arts Department Chair and Band and Orchestra director at 
Westminster high school (Westminster, Maryland) where the 
school's music department has received awards from the Music 
Educators National Conference and the Maryland Music 
Educators Association. The marching band won numerous band 
competitions and the Westminster high school music department 
was selected as a national semi-finalist Grammy Signature School.  
 
Mr. Lortz earned degrees from The Peabody Conservatory of Music of the Johns 
Hopkins University, majoring in percussion performance, music education and 
composition.  He has performed with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the 
Baltimore Chamber Symphony, the Baltimore Choral Arts Society, the Baltimore Opera 
Orchestra, the Gettysburg Symphony, The Dallas Brass, the New York Pops Orchestra, 
and various concert and theatrical productions. 
 
Mr. Lortz’s music has been premiered at the prestigious Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Clinic, Bands of America National Percussion Festival, and schools throughout the 
nation. In 2013, the Baltimore Ravens commissioned him to compose a new 
composition to be performed at every Ravens home football game. He is the brass 
arranger for the champion Reading Buccaneers Drum Corps Associates (DCA) Drum & 
Bugle Corps and he has arranged marching band music for high schools and colleges 
throughout the country. Mr. Lortz has been recognized as one of the “50 Directors 
Who Make a Difference” by School Band & Orchestra magazine 
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