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Program Notes 
 
The small Nebraska community of Portal was once a stop along the Union Pacific 
Railroad heading west out of Omaha, Nebraska.  After repeated floods and the 
departure of the railroad in 1889, the residents moved to nearby Papillion, Nebraska.  
All that remains of Portal today is a small pioneer cemetery.  Even the one-room 
schoolhouse, now a museum, has been relocated to a park in downtown Papillion.  
 
Portal Ridge Overture is a musical glimpse back at Portal, one of many once-vibrant 
small towns on the Nebraska frontier, full of ambition, determination, and pioneer spirit.  
The contrasting themes and musical colors paint a vibrant picture of frontier life on the 
great plains of Nebraska in the late 1800s.  
 
 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Larry MacTaggart is a graduate of the University of Arkansas (BME, 1981) and the 
University of Nebraska (MM, 1983).  He was the director of instrumental music in the 
Fairbury (Nebraska) public school system from 1983 to 1985.  He enlisted in the United 
States Air Force in September 1985 and served with the United States Air Force 
Strategic Air Command Band (later, the Heartland of America Band).  He was 
reassigned to the United States Air Force Band in Washington D.C. in 1997 serving as a 
staff music arranger.  In 2000, he was named Chief Music Arranger and Production 
Manager, a position he held until 2007 when he transferred to the Pentagon to assume 
duties as the senior human resources program manager for all Air Force bands.  In this 
position, he served as principal advisor to the Air Force Director of Public Affairs on 
personnel, recruiting, deployment, training, and quality of life issues for all Air Force 
bands.  In 2009, MacTaggart transferred to the Headquarters, Pacific Air Forces at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii where he served as Regional Human 
Resources Manager for the Air Force Band of the Pacific.  MacTaggart retired from the 
Air Force in October of 2012.   
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Portal Ridge Overture

Dedication to the Papillion Area Concert Band, Ken Molzer, Director
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