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Program Notes 
 
A garden is a magical place.  In addition to the vegetables, fruits, herbs and flowers, 
there are also numerous species of wildlife attracted to the plants.  To spend time in a 
garden is to experience a wide variety of sounds that are generated there, and the 
effect is quite musical.  Experience a relaxing journey into that world as the band takes 
you aurally into The Garden of Magical Sound. 
 
 
Performance Notes 
 
The bird whistle in Percussion 2 starting at measures 53 and 87 can be produced in 
several ways depending on the wishes of the director.  Consider one of many 
mechanical bird whistles, recorded and amplified bird sounds, or audience 
participation during this section of the piece. 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
John Prescott is a Professor of Music at Missouri State University, where he teaches 
theory, composition, and commercial music. His many compositions include works for 
band, orchestra, chorus, solo, and chamber ensembles, as well as multi-media pieces 
which have been performed nationally and internationally. Dr. Prescott holds degrees 
in music theory and composition from Florida State University and from the University 
of Kansas, where he studied composition with John Pozdro and James Barnes.  
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