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Program Notes

Scarborough Fair is simply one of the most beautiful and haunting melodies of all time. | have always
wanted to arrange it, but there have been so many versions of it for band that | decided | would wait until
| could do something new with it.

While enjoying a rainy afternoon one spring, | began humming the tune. While | was doing this, gentle
rolls of thunder were fading in and out of the background. | loved the way the melancholy melody
matched up with the sound of the rain and the thunder, and ta-dah, the idea for this piece was hatched. |
was totally entranced...until a HUGE clap of thunder scared me half out of my mind.

This piece seeks to capture both my mood and experience that afternoon as well as the mental image of
gray rains making their way along a forgotten beach on the English coast, near the town of Scarborough.

| included a nod to that gigantic clap of thunder as well (m.104), although it should be played for dram
here, not for fright. | hope you enjoy my sketch of this lovely, rainy afternoon. %
Performance Notes

-Tempo is as much a part of a composition as notes, chords, rhythms, orchestration, or any o @ lement.
The intended character of a piece relies as much on this as it does on any of the other a S

design. Please observe the indicated tempo and try to match it as accurately as possibl&\!f proper
tempo can be achieved, this may be conducted in 1 beat per me\

-The bass drum-thunder effect should be mostly gentle and i@ k our@. It's definitely be

heard, but not overpower the ensemble. \
y ed, as the@a Ucked strings definitely

-When the band snaps to create the rain effect, faci Xpressio
to create mood. Very somber faces and serio s should

-While the synthesizer part is optional, it is HIGHLY en
add to the folk song vibe of the work.

iNee | as important as anything else
n the intended emotion.

-There will be some slight dissonance fr8i parallel major/miner changes that occur during the
introduction and transitional sections; t \ and sho not be masked. It adds to the duplicity of the
emotions of the song.

-Dynamic motions should be no i@ and well bal% Some of the players that have “easy” parts
actually have the hardest job, t namic mo ake or break this piece.
-The timpani should be Qé&ond drone& should the clarinet trill that enters at m.81.
-The tempo change at m.100%should be r%e e and add a sense of urgency to the music.

r

-There are optional instructions t v, ording of rain, thunder, and wind in the background during
the performance of this piece. | s encourage this, as I'm a huge fan of environmental sound. If you
elect to do this (PLEASE DO, e sure that it doesn’t overpower the ensemble. Once the piece is
done, the sound should be f out gradually to preserve the mood, with the band a conductor frozen
on stage.

If you have any comm r\%@stions, please contact me at randallstandridge@yahoo.com

About the C Q

Randall Sta ' (B1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State University.

During t e, studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State
University rn his Master’s in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist.
From 2001 to 2013, he served as the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill
designer, music arranger, and colorguard designer for the marching arts. He also works as a freelance
artist, photographer, and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, AR with his family. For more information about
Mr. Standridge, visit his website at: www.randallstandridge.com
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Snapping begins to slow and fade away
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