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Program Notes 
 
Music of the Spheres (This is My Father’s World) was commissioned by and 
dedicated to the 2017 North Bay Honor Band, Woodland, California and premiered 
with the composer conducting on January 15, 2017 in the Pioneer High School 
Theater in Woodland, California. 
 
This setting of this popular hymn features delicate sonorities combined with 
glistening metallic percussion orchestration to provide bands the opportunity to play 
lyrically and expressively.  In 1901, Maltbie D. Babcock wrote the lyrics printed below 
to this wonderful song and since that time it has become very popular thanks to 
numerous settings from a variety of talented artists. 
 
This is my Father’s world, 
And to my list’ning ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas— 
His hand the wonders wrought. 
 
This is my Father’s world: 
The birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker’s praise. 
This is my Father’s world: 
He shines in all that’s fair; 
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere. 
 
This is my Father’s world: 
Oh, let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world, 
The battle is not done: 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And Earth and Heav’n be one. 
 
Conductors should insist on a performance where the musicians concentrate on 
playing notes with their fullest value possible. Good tone, blend, and balance are 
essential for a successful performance of this work.  
 
Artistic percussion performance is also essential when performing this work.  Much 
of the writing features metallic percussion and the wonderful sounds of metal 
percussion instruments such as orchestra bells, vibraphone, chimes, triangle, 
cymbals, sleigh bells, finger cymbals, wind chimes and so on.  The sound simply 
glistens in a most glamorous manner and the resonant sounds blend perfectly with 
the long and vibrant tones of the wind instruments.   
 
Percussion part assignments should consider that the Mallet II part is the most 
challenging and this player should be at a high level and follow all pedal markings 
with great precision on the vibraphone.  The orchestra bells might sound especially 
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nice with brass mallets if possible.  Percussion I should suspend a triangle and a 
finger cymbal (thick) from a music stand that is set very near to a ride cymbal (or 
larger cymbal) and play all of these instruments with a matched pair of light triangle 
beaters.  Care should be taken to produce a well-blended and well-balanced sound 
of all three instruments so that no one timbre stands out above the others and is 
sensitive to the all important harmonic and melodic content from the winds and 
tuneful percussion.   
 
The timpanist (use medium timpani mallets) is called upon to play chimes as well.  A 
rawhide hammer will do the trick here.  Again, pedalings are important and exposure 
to this part can be a nice learning experience for young percussionists to discover 
these important “pedal” notations.  Percussion II makes use of an ocean drum.  If 
there are extra players it would be wonderful to have multiple ocean drums.  An 
ocean drum can be easily made with a disposable lasagna pan (with a clear plastic 
lid) that contains about ½ - ¾ cup of dried peas.   
 
Three players are needed for the Percussion III part and each instrument label has a 
numeric label as well to signify who plays what in this very important part.  Once 
again, care should be taken to blend and balance the crash cymbals and bass drum 
to create just that perfect combination of warm sound.  The suspended cymbal 
player should use soft/covered mallets on a medium to light suspended cymbal.  Vic 
Firth “Swizzle” stick or a yarn covered keyboard mallet would do the trick.  Timpani 
mallets should never be used on a suspended cymbal. 
 
About the Composer 
 

Gary P. Gilroy is a Professor of Music and Director of Bands at 
California State University, Fresno.  In 1993 he was appointed 
Associate Director of Bands and Director of the Bulldog 
Marching Band.  After 13 years in this position and building one 
of the finest collegiate marching bands on the west coast, Dr. 
Gilroy became Director of Bands in 2006.  Prior to this 
appointment he served for a decade as Director of Bands at 
Fred C. Beyer High School in Modesto, California where his band 
was awarded several national honors as well as the International 
Sudler Shield Award from the John Philip Sousa Foundation.  
Gilroy also served as faculty at CSU, Stanislaus and graduate 
assistant at the University of Oregon in Eugene, Oregon where 
he completed his doctorate in 1995.  
 

In March of 2014 Dr. Gilroy was voted into the membership of the prestigious 
American Bandmasters Association.  He served on the board of California Band 
Directors Association for fourteen years and he is a Past President of that 
organization.  In 2009 Dr. Gilroy was given the Distinguished Service Award and in 
2015 the Don Schmeer Friend of Music award from CBDA.  Gilroy is also a Past 
President of the Fresno Madera Counties Music Educators Association.  In 2016 Dr. 
Gilroy was again honored with the CMEA John Swain/College/University Educator 
from the California Music Educators Association.  From 1999 to 2006 he served on 
the board of the National Band Association as a Member At Large and the Western 
Division Chairman. 
 
Dr. Gilroy is in demand as a guest conductor of many honor bands throughout the 
United States.  As an adjudicator and guest conductor he has served in 40 states, 
Canada, China and England.  Dr. Gilroy has been the conductor for all state groups in 
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Colorado, Iowa and Oregon as well as the California Band Directors Association All-
State Junior High School Symphonic Band and the All-State High School Symphonic 
Band.  
  
An ASCAP Award-winning composer, Gilroy's music is published for concert band, 
marching band, and various ensembles through the Arrangers Publishing Company, 
BRS Music, Inc., C. Alan Publications, Daehn Publications, Gary P. Gilroy Publications, 
Kagarice Brass Editions, Matrix Publications, TRN Publications, Warner Brothers, 
Wingert-Jones, Inc., TrevCo Music Publishing and CPP/Belwin Mills.  His 
compositions have been featured at the American Bandmasters Association 
Convention, the Bands of America National Concert Band Festival in Indianapolis, the 
Eastern Trombone Workshop in Washington, DC, the International Trombone 
Festival in New Orleans, and on many occasions at the International Midwest Band 
and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.  Additionally, Gilroy’s compositions have been 
performed by many regional and state honor bands throughout the United States.  
Dr. Gilroy served as the arranger/composer for the 2008 Olympic Orchestra in 
Beijing, China.  He has been an ASCAP Composers Award recipient every year since 
2001. 
 
Dr. Gilroy and his wife Dena have lived in Clovis, California since 1993.  His daughter, 
Alexandra, has music degrees from UCLA and UNLV and is currently a music teacher 
in the Clovis Unified School District and his son, Nicholas, is a graduate of CSU, Long 
Beach and a music teacher in the Madera Unified School District. 
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Commissioned by and dedicated to the 2017 North Bay Honor Band, Woodland, California

and premiered with the composer conducting on January 15, 2017, Pioneer High School Theater, Woodland, California

Time ca. 3:50

Grade 3

This is My Father's World

Music of the Spheres

Any reproduction, adaptation or arrangement of this work in whole or in part without the consent of the copyright owner constitutes an infringement of copyright.
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