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Program Notes 
 
This vivid fanfare features rousing brass motives, dynamic woodwind flourishes and 
active and exciting percussion. The piece is focused around Eb major with modal 
harmonies throughout. I wrote this piece as a dedication to my high school alma 
mater and for my former high school band director, Clinton Marshall, for whom I owe 
my passion for music and music education. 
  
Accolade was commissioned by the Perry Hall High School Music Department and 
this piece commemorates the fiftieth anniversary of the school’s opening. 
 
About the Composer 
 
Mark Lortz is Director of Bands at Stevenson University 
(Stevenson, MD). Prior to his appointment Mr. Lortz was the 
Fine Arts Department Chair and Band and Orchestra director at 
Westminster High School (Westminster, Maryland) where the 
school's music department has received awards from the Music 
Educators National Conference and the Maryland Music 
Educators Association. The marching band won numerous 
band competitions and the Westminster High School music 
department was selected as a national semi finalist Grammy 
Signature School.  
 
Mr. Lortz earned degrees from The Peabody Conservatory of 
Music of the Johns Hopkins University, majoring in percussion 
performance, music education and composition and he has performed with the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Baltimore Chamber Symphony, the Baltimore 
Choral Arts Society, the Baltimore Opera Orchestra, the Gettysburg Symphony, The 
Dallas Brass, the New York Pops Orchestra, and various concert and theatrical 
productions. 
 
Mr. Lortz’s music has been premiered at the prestigious Mid West Band and 
Orchestra Clinic, Bands of America National Percussion Festival, and schools 
throughout the nation. In 2013, the World Champion Baltimore Ravens commissioned 
him to compose a new composition to be performed at every Ravens home football 
game. He is the brass arranger for the world champion Drum Corps Associates 
(DCA) Drum & Bugle Corps, The Reading Buccaneers and has arranged marching 
band music for high schools and colleges throughout the country. Mr. Lortz has been 
recognized as one of the “50 Directors Who Make a Difference” by School Band & 
Orchestra magazine 
 

Prev
iew

 O
nly

 

W
ing

ert
-Jo

ne
s P

ub
lic

ati
on

s



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Time ca. 2:15

Grade 3

Dedicated to my high school band director, Clinton Marshall and the Perry Hall High School (Perry Hall, MD)

50th Anniversary Alumni Band 
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