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Program Notes

Galop was composed as an encore number for a combined concert of the Fresno State Wind Orchestra
and the Clovis North High School Wind Symphony. The work was premiered on Thursday, October 2,
2014, by the two wind bands with David Lesser, Clovis North High School Director of Bands, conducting
the massed group.

It’s a fast and furious work that is meant to conclude concerts in a fun and light-hearted manner. While
this composition sounds impressive and quite demanding, appropriate ranges and wise orchestration
makes it quite playable at a fast tempo. As with most Gilroy compositions, the percussion section plays

an important role. A galloping rhythm is first introduced as a solo woodblock and before long, the crack

of the whip (large slap stick at the start of measure ten) helps to conclude the introductory material and
move the composition towards its first theme. This fun and energetic work should provide a musical
exclamation point to any fine wind band concert. 6

About the Composer

he was appointed Associate Director of Bands and Director of the Bulldog Marching Band. er 13 years

Gary P. Gilroy is a Professor of Music and Director of Bands at California State University,?f 1993
t

in this position and building one of the finest collegiate marching.b ilroy

became Director of Bands in 2006. Prior to this appointment he Y

dsion the west ¢ t,
or a decade%éctor of Bands
at Fred C. Beyer High School in Modesto, California where h's@ S arged eve ational honors
ili

as well as the International Sudler Shield Award from thegdoh Sousa&o tion. Gilroy also
he’University Xgon in Eugene, Oregon

where he completed his doctorate in 1995. ﬁ Q
Gilroy has served on the board of California Band Dikectors Assoc'at'onpr urteen years and he is a Past

served as faculty at CSU, Stanislaus and graduate assis

President of that organization. He is also a Past President of t dera Counties Music Educators
Association. From 1999 to 2006 he served ard of t onal Band Association as a Member
At Large and the Western Division Chaifma

Dr. Gilroy is in demand as a guest condugtoref many ho nds throughout the United States. As an
adjudicator and guest conductor hegha ved in 39 S throughout Canada. Dr. Gilroy has been
the conductor for all state groups lorado and O as well as the California Band Directors
Association All-State High | honic BQ

An ASCAP Award-winn mposer, Gilrov/ is published for concert band, marching band, and

various ensembles throug e Arranger g Company, BRS Music, Inc., C. Alan Publications,
Daehn Publications, Kagarice Brass EditionsiMatrix Publications, TRN Publications, Warner Brothers,
Wingert-Jones, Inc., and CPP/Belwi M#. s compositions have been featured at the Bands of America
National Concert Band Festival in janapolis, the Eastern Trombone Workshop in Washington, DC, the
International Trombone Festival rleans, and on many occasions at the International Midwest
Band and Orchestra Clinic in . Additionally, Gilroy’s compositions have been performed by many
regional and state honor band§ throughout the United States. Dr. Gilroy served as the

Olympic Orchestra in Beijing, China. He has been an ASCAP Composers
Award recipient ever, g e 2001.

ena have lived in Clovis, California since 1993. His daughter, Alexandra, graduated
UNLV in 2013 and is currently a music teacher for the Clovis Unified School
Nicholas, graduated from CSU, Long Beach in 2013 and is a freelance musician in the

Dr. Gilroy and
from UCLA
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