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Program notes  
 
March of the Tin Soldiers employs themes from Leon Jessel’s popular march, “Parade of the 
Tin (or Wooden) Soldiers”.  Jessel originally composed the piece for piano in 1897, but it was 
later published for orchestra in 1905.  Shortly after this, the song gained international acclaim 
as choreographers in Russia, France, and finally here in the United States on Broadway 
began using it in militaristic and holiday themed shows.   Perhaps its most famous recent use 
is by the Radio City Music Hall “Rockettes” dancers as part of their Christmas Spectacular 
show in New York City. 
 
This well-crafted, approachable setting by arrangers Mark Syslo and Scott Watson makes 
Jessel’s beloved march accessible for young band. 
  
 
About the Arrangers 
 
Scott Watson 
 
Scott Watson (b. 1962, Upper Darby, PA) received his Doctor of Musical Arts degree from 
Temple University where he studied composition with Maurice Wright and Matthew 
Greenbaum.  Having composed for concert, radio, and theater, Watson has received 
recognition from the American Composers Forum, American Music Center, Percussive Arts 
Society, and others. 
 
His music is described as being "imaginative" PMEA Journal, “outstanding… with beautiful 
melodies and interesting harmonies” (The Instrumentalist), and "written with supreme craft" 
(Percussive Notes).  Music critic Philip Metzger (Allentown Morning Call) wrote: "Watson 
exhibited a great deal of skill in managing the resources of the orchestra...he will very likely 
become a force to be reckoned with.”  Recent commissions include those by the 
Massachusetts Instrumental & Choral Conductors Association and an American Composers 
Forum Continental Harmony project award celebrating the centennial of Twin Falls, Idaho 
(Twin Falls Municipal Band).  His Concerto for Trumpet and Orchestra was performed in 2001 
by the Temple University Symphony Orchestra at Philadelphia’s famed Academy of Music 
under the baton of Luis Biava (Conductor in Residence, The Philadelphia Orchestra) with 
Terell Stafford as soloist. 
 
An educator as well, Watson has taught instrumental music in the Parkland School District 
(Allentown, Pennsylvania) for more than 20 years, and serves as an adjunct professor at 
several Philadelphia area universities.  His podcast, What Music Means To Me, is available at 
the iTunes Store. 
   
Mark Syslo 
 
A native of Wind Gap, PA, Mark Syslo attended Mansfield University of Pennsylvania and the 
Pennsylvania State University. He is currently an elementary instrumental music teacher in 
the Parkland School District in Allentown, PA. and previously was the instrumental music 
teacher in the Greenwood School District in Millerstown, PA. 
He is an avid French horn player, and is the co-founder of the Lehigh Valley Horn Ensemble. 
Hes also enjoys running, cycling, geocaching, and spending time with his family. Mark lives in 
Allentown with his wife and two children and would like to thank Dr. Scott Watson, co-
arranger of “March of the Tin Soldiers”. Scott’s advice on Mark’s compositions for elementary 
band is an inspiration to continue to write for the ensemble. 
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