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Program notes

March of the Tin Soldiers employs themes from Leon Jessel’'s popular march, “Parade of the
Tin (or Wooden) Soldiers”. Jessel originally composed the piece for piano in 1897, but it was
later published for orchestra in 1905. Shortly after this, the song gained international acclaim
as choreographers in Russia, France, and finally here in the United States on Broadway
began using it in militaristic and holiday themed shows. Perhaps its most famous recent use
is by the Radio City Music Hall “Rockettes” dancers as part of their Christmas Spectacular
show in New York City.

This well-crafted, approachable setting by arrangers Mark Syslo and Scott Watson makes Q

Jessel’s beloved march accessible for young band. O
2

About the Arrangers
Scott Watson \ @

Scott Watson (b. 1962, Upper Darby, PA) receivedsi torrof Musij § ree from

Temple University where he studied compositio 1alrice V\/r|gh thew
Greenbaum. Having composed for concert, radi eater, eceived
recognition from the American Composers Forum®Amderican Mus er, Percussive Arts
Society, and others.

His music is described as being "imagin EA Jo @ nding... with beautiful
melodies and interesting harmonies” Instrumentalist)and "written with supreme craft”
(Percussive Notes). Music critic Phili etizger (AllentownWorning Call) wrote: "Watson
exhibited a great deal of skill in N the reso s of the orchestra...he will very likely
become a force to be reckone J"W“Recent co [ ns include those by the
Massachusetts Instrumental | Conduct S lation and an American Composers
Forum Continental Har ject award ce ating the centennial of Twin Falls, Idaho
(Twin Falls Municipa Concerto pet and Orchestra was performed in 2001

tra‘at Philadelphia’s famed Academy of Music
esidence, The Philadelphia Orchestra) with

by the Temple Unij mphony Orch
under the baton |ava (Condu
Terell Stafford as s

An educator as well, Watson has ta t instrumental music in the Parkland School District
(Allentown, Pennsylvania) f e an 20 years, and serves as an adjunct professor at
several Philadelphia area varsities. His podcast, What Music Means To Me, is available at
the iTunes Store.

Mark Syslo

A native of Wi PA, Mark Syslo attended Mansfield University of Pennsylvania and the
Pennsyvam r5|ty. He is currently an elementary instrumental music teacher in
the Par District in Allentown, PA. and previously was the instrumental music
teac [ enwood School District in Millerstown, PA.

He is ench horn player, and is the co-founder of the Lehigh Valley Horn Ensemble.
H yS running, cycling, geocaching, and spending time with his family. Mark lives in
Allen with his wife and two children and would like to thank Dr. Scott Watson, co-

arranger of “March of the Tin Soldiers”. Scott’s advice on Mark’s compositions for elementary
band is an inspiration to continue to write for the ensemble.



Achievement Series Lesson Guide
Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning
objectives that support the National Standards for Arts Education.

MARCH OF THE TIN SOLDIERS
Leon Jessel, arranged by Mark Syslo and Scott Watson

National Standards addressed through this publication:
#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.
#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.
#9 Understanding the music in relation to history and culture.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Two of the hallmarks of any fine band performance dynamic contrastandigood style. This selection
offers an excellent opportunity to work on both of these traits, whileterforming a really*niCe,
entertaining piece. Focus on style, and focus on distinctly different\dynamics as,indicated 1 the music.

MUSIC THEORY
KEY: Concert B> Major. Learn or review the scale antharpeggio, which'is printed at the top of each
player’s part.

Key of Bb

Concert B> Major gtf_zz - r-u":l!-ﬁfr-l i e ” . F ] Hg s ”
b May : . : 1'—_L+ 17 o s s = * - . | =

Scale and Arpeggio s ——— I

TIME SIGNATURE

%4 . o
4 - The upper number indicates that there are four beats to a measure. The lower number indicates that
a quarter note receives.gne beat.

DYNAMIC MARKINGS
P (piano) — soft

mp (Mezzo piano) — moderately soft
mjf (mezzo forte) — moderately Joud
S (forte) —loud

crescendo ( ——=£—")— gradually get louder
diminuendo, or decrescendo ( ——=—=====) — gradually get softer
sfz (sforzando)=- a Sudder’emphasis on a note or chord (in cymbal part only)

TEMPO,INDICATORS
Aflegroi— moderately fast

STYLE INDICATORS
accent (=) — emphasis on a note or chord. Accented notes are separated
staccato ( . ) — detached, separated and light
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