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Program Notes 
 
The Haunted Carousel  is a very programmatic work. 
 
Imagine a circus that only comes to life at the stroke of midnight, whose tents glow in the 
darkness while ghostly figures appear and disappear.  Strange music comes from a carousel 
that turns without any visible riders on its dusty seats, breaking the eerie silence of the 
midway.  The Haunted Carousel is an off-kilter waltz that emphasizes smooth, legato playing 
while introducing the chromatic scale and easy meter changes.  The main theme first heard 
in the woodwinds appears three times, with a middle section that focuses on short 
fragments of the chromatic scale.  The coda slowly fades out as the sun rises and the circus 
fades like a distant memory. 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Joseph Eidson (b. 1981) holds degrees in composition from the University of Kansas and the 
University of Texas.  His music contains rhythmic drive, crisp harmonies, and a preference for 
lyrical melodies.  His music has been performed throughout North America and abroad, and 
has received awards and recognition from the Dallas Wind Symphony, Metropolitan ‘Wind 
Symphony, ASCAP/CBDNA, and Opera Vista, among others. 
 
For more information about Dr. Eidson’s music please visit his website at 
www.josepheidson.com.   
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