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Program Notes
The Haunted Carousel is a very programmatic work.

Imagine a circus that only comes to life at the stroke of midnight, whose tents glow in the

darkness while ghostly figures appear and disappear. Strange music comes from a carousel

that turns without any visible riders on its dusty seats, breaking the eerie silence of the

midway. The Haunted Carousel is an off-kilter waltz that emphasizes smooth, legato playing

while introducing the chromatic scale and easy meter changes. The main theme first heard 6
in the woodwinds appears three times, with a middle section that focuses on short

fragments of the chromatic scale. The coda slowly fades out as the sun rises and the cirCLQ

fades like a distant memory. O
L 2

About the Composer \
Joseph Eidson (b. 1981) holds degrees in composition fro X ersity of nd the
University of Texas. His music contains rhythmic drive,€ri r nieg, and a erence for
lyrical melodies. His music has been performed t ghout

) orth Ameri ndabroad, and
has received awards and recognition from the D ANndPSymphony, X} olitan ‘Wind
Symphony, ASCAP/CBDNA, and Opera Vista, among o

ers.
For more information about Dr. Eidson’s musie please visit his wélks t
WWW.josepheidson.com.
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Achievement Series Lesson Guide
Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning objectives that
support the National Standards for Arts Education.

THE HAUNTED CAROUSEL
Joseph Eidson

National Standards addressed through this publication:
#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.
#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.
#9 Understanding the music in relation to history and culture.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The Haunted Carousel is a slightly off-kilter waltz, giving young players a chance to play music thateis typicaliin the
style of a dance while also introducing the concept of meter changes without being overly complexy I he chrematic
figures tend to re-use the same collection of notes for ease of practice and serve'as a good test of fingeking
memorization in the woodwinds. A brief introduction precedes the main themewheard twice at measure 9 and 25. The
second theme modulates from G minor to B-flat major at measure 45 hefare feturning to theseriginal’key at measure 63.
The coda (ending) gradually fades out, closing with a soft final caderice.

MUSIC THEORY
KEY: Concert g melodic minor (a raised 6™ and 7" degree of thesse@le when ascénding} and natural when descending.
Learn or review the scale and arpeggio, which is printed at'the top of each player®s,part.

Key of G Melodic Minor

Concert G
Melodic Minor
Scale and Arpeggio

TIME SIGNATURE

3 - .y
4 - The upper number indi€ates/that there are 3 beatSto aymeasure. The lower number indicates that a quarter note
receives one beat.

i - There are two beats to a measure; a quarter note receives one beat.

DYNAMIC MARKINGS

p (piano) - soft

mp (Mmezzo piano) — moderately Soft
mjf (mezzo forte) — moderatehyNlota
S (forte) — loud

crescendo (——5—4) — gradually get louder
diminuendo, or decrescendo ( ———===) — gradually get softer

STYLE INDICATORS
staccato ( - )*=detached, separated and light
legato ( - ) — smooth and connected

OTHER TERMS

Allegro con spirito — Allegro is an Italian word meaning moderately fast. Con spirito means with spirit. It is also a pun
on the haunted nature of this piece.

Cantabile — in a singing style

Breath mark ( * ) shows where players should breathe
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