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8 Flute

2 Oboe

1 Bassoon

8 Clarinet

1 Bass Clarinet

4 Alto Saxophone

2 Tenor Sax

1 Baritone Sax

  

8 Trumpet 

3 F Horn (optional part)

8 Trombone / Baritone B.C. 

2 Baritone T.C.

4 Tuba

2 Snare Drum

1 Bass Drum

2 Crash Cymbals, Finger Cymbals
   (or Triangle)
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Program Notes 

Soaring Eagles was composed for the inaugural 5th and 6th Grade Band at Woodside Middle 
School (Saydel Community School District in Des Moines, IA).  Since the school mascot is the 
Eagles, I found it suitable to write a piece for my 100 plus “Soaring” beginners and it was first 
performed on March 7th, 2013 in the Woodside gymnasium. 

For an ensemble that needs the stability of mostly unison rhythms, and simple subdivisions, 
Soaring Eagles serves as an exciting first-year “concert opener”.  It is designed for students 
who need to solidify basic rhythms before encountering the complexities of 8th notes and 
dotted rhythms.  Some challenges the piece does provide to young musicians are the soli 
sections, dotted-half notes, dynamic contrasts and larger leaps among the individual 
tessituras of the instruments. 

 

About the Composer 

Daniel Jones is an educator, performer, conductor and composer/arranger in Central Iowa. 
Since 2008 Jones has been the Director of Bands at Woodside Middle School (Saydel CSD) 
in Des Moines. Previously, he taught high school band at Southeast Webster-Grand CSD in 
Burnside, Iowa. Jones is also an adjunct instructor at Des Moines Area Community College. 
His students and ensembles have consistently earned high ratings at festivals and contests.  

Jones graduated from Iowa State University in 2006 with a degree in Music Education and 
earned his MM in Trumpet Performance and Instrumental Music Education in 2011 from 
SWOSU.  
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