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Program Notes

Soaring Eagles was composed for the inaugural 5" and 6™ Grade Band at Woodside Middle
School (Saydel Community School District in Des Moines, IA). Since the school mascot is the
Eagles, | found it suitable to write a piece for my 100 plus “Soaring” beginners and it was first
performed on March 7™, 2013 in the Woodside gymnasium.

For an ensemble that needs the stability of mostly unison rhythms, and simple subdivisions,
Soaring Eagles serves as an exciting first-year “concert opener”. It is designed for students 6
who need to solidify basic rhythms before encountering the complexities of 8" notes and

dotted rhythms. Some challenges the piece does provide to young musicians are the soli

sections, dotted-half notes, dynamic contrasts and larger leaps among the individual b

tessituras of the instruments. \\
About the Composer Q\ . &
Daniel Jones is an educator, performer, conduct

omposer/arra Nw entral lowa.
Since 2008 Jones has been the Director of Band Yodside Midélle ool (Saydel CSD)

in Des Moines. Previously, he taught high schgol band at Southe S @f ster-Grand CSD in

Burnside, lowa. Jones is also an adjunct insgru@tor at Des MO| > Community College.
His students and ensembles have consis rned h festivals and contests.
Jones graduated from lowa StatetUn vy in 2006 W|t degree in Music Education and
earned his MM in Trumpet Perfor d Instru sic Education in 2011 from
SWOSU. A
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