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Program Notes

Take The Ribbons was commissioned by the Northern California Band Association for the 2011
All-Northern High School Honor Band. The work was premiered with the composer conducting
the prestigious honor band in the beautiful Atherton Auditorium of San Joaquin Delta College in
Stockton, California on Sunday, January 16, 2011.

The composition was inspired by the story of Delia Haskett Rawson (1861-1949) who was the first
woman stagecoach driver for the famous Wells Fargo stage line. On December 7, 1861, Delia
Haskett was born in Ukiah, California to school teacher mother, Miranda and father, Samuel, who
was the local agent for Wells Fargo. He also owned the Ukiah Hotel and a blacksmith shop.
From her early days, Delia was quite interested in her father’s work would often ask to “take e
ribbons” or reins. She became quite skilled at trick riding, roping and shooting. 6

When one of the regular Wells Fargo drivers was suddenly taken ill, Delia, then only 14 @Id,
was called upon to take his place. The trip was a night run passing by the trgac % Blue
Lakes in Lake County. Even the local Pomo Indians refused to go near the dee dydark lakes.
They believed there was a monster lurking below the mysteriolus waters. Mak& rip even

more frightening was the fact that this Wells Fargo run ha ssengers b argo. Delia
was completely alone on her journey.

[ @ning | t rious stagecoach
@ her whip a% ely starting the team
c O

What Delia feared most, however, was the possi
bandit named Black Bart. As she left Ukiah, she ¢

of horses on their way. Around 11:00pm she p the r the horses drink at a
stream. Hearing the clatter of hooves and the,voices of men, eart began to race. She
feared the worst but was relieved when sh lized the m singing songs of faith and
were simply on their way home after a reli camp i t 3:00am the next morning,
Delia completed the run as she pulled u t of the Fargo office in Lakeport, California.
She was tired but felt rather victorio@s! @

Delia drove stage for Wells Fargo% next nine ;% She would become famous as the first
female stagecoach drlver in and th male in the Pioneer Stage Drivers of
California Association. became My awson in 1885, Delia ended her career as a
stagecoach driver.

Performance Notes RZardlng 3

As with most works by Gilr cussion needs are extensive and most certainly not
optional. Three good mallet s will take turns with various features on Glockenspiel,
Crotales, and Chimes (Mallet phone and Vibraphone (Mallet 2), and Marimba (Mallet 3).

timpani, preferably withp The remainder of the percussion parts can be covered by four

The timpanist is expected% er a few notes on the chimes and the should use at least four
|
% parts are split up a bit) and they use the following instruments,
hared if need be

more players (or mor.
some of which can

\



Percussion 1

Bass drum

2 Brake drums

Chinaboy cymbal

Cowbell (mounted)

Finger Cymbal
(suspended)

Gong

Sleigh bells

Splash cymbal

Thin metal beaters

for cowbell

Triangle

Wood block

Brass mallets
(for brake drums)

Percussion 2

Chinaboy cymbal

Floor tom

Hi-hat

Ride cymbal
(medium 20-22")

Rute Sticks (med)

Sandpaper blocks

Snare drum

Temple blocks

(or med. Jam block)

Wind chimes

Percussion 3

China Boy cymbal
Floor tom
Gong
Rain stick
(the bigger the
better)
Ride cymbal
(medium 20-22")
Splash cymbal
Triangle
Blocks
(hi & low - both
mounted)

Percussion 4
Bass drum
Claves
Flexatone
Ocean drum
Large slapstick
Tambourine
Vibraslap




About the Composer

Gary P. Gilroy is a Professor of Music and Director of Bands at California State University, Fresno.
In 1993 he was appointed Associate Director of Bands and Director of the Bulldog Marching
Band. After 13 years in this position and building one of the finest collegiate marching bands on
the west coast, Dr. Gilroy became Director of Bands in 2006. Prior to this appointment he
served for a decade as Director of Bands at Fred C. Beyer High School in Modesto, California
where his band was awarded several national honors as well as the International Sudler Shield
Award from the John Philip Sousa Foundation. Gilroy also served as faculty at CSU, Stam

and graduate assistant at the University of Oregon in Eugene, Oregon where he complete

doctorate in 1995. Q
Gilroy has served on the board of California Band Directors Association for fourtegn

is a Past President of that organization. He is also a Past President of th - adera
Counties Music Educators Association. From 1999 to 2006 ‘he served on b rd of the
National Band Association as a Member At Large and the \\h Division C

Dr. Gilroy is in demand as a guest conductor of many . thgou e United State.

As an adjudicator and guest conductor he has senyéd 9 states hout Canada. Dr.
Gilroy has been the conductor for all state gra olorado a egon as well as the
California Band Directors Association All-State Hig ol Sym d

An ASCAP Award-winning composer, Gilroy usic is p b r concert band, marching
band, and percussion ensembles through t ngers Company BRS Music, Inc., C.
Alan Publications, Daehn Publication ice Bra ditions, Matrix Publications, TRN
Publications, Warner Brothers, ng% , Inc., and C Belwin Mills. His compositions have
been featured at the Bands of A &g ational ncert Band Festival in Indianapolis, the
Eastern Trombone Workshop m% ton, DC, tematlonal Trombone Festival in New
Orleans, and on many occa he Inter N |dvvest Band and Orchestra Clinic in
Chicago. Additionally, Gllr positions ha en performed by many regional and state
honor bands througho d States. oy served as the arranger/composer for the

2008 Olympic Orche mg Chin h s been an ASCAP Composers Award recipient

every year since 2001

Dr. Gilroy and his wife Dena have lived th Clovis, California since 1993. His daughter, Alexandra,
graduated from UCLA in 2010 v , Nicholas, is a music major at CSU, Long Beach.
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