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1 Full Score

4 Flute 1

4 Flute 2

2 Oboe

2 Bassoon

3 Clarinet 1

3 Clarinet 2

3 Clarinet 3

2 Bass Clarient

2 Alto Saxophone 1

2 Alto Saxophone 2

2 Tenor Saxophone

1 Baritone Saxophone

4 Trumpet 1

4 Trumpet 2

2 F Horn 1

2 F Horn 2

3 Trombone 1

3 Trombone 2

2 Baritone B.C.

1 Baritone T.C.

5 Tuba

1 Timpani

2 Percussion 1 (Metal): Gong, Sus. Cymbal, 
   Crash Cymbal, Finger Cymbal, Tambourine,
   Triangle

2 Percussion 2 (High): 2 High Toms, 
   Snare Drum, Bells

2 Percussion 3 (Middle): Medium Toms, 
   5 Temple Blocks, Chimes

2 Percussion 4 (Low): Bass Drum, Low Tom, 
   Vibraphone
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Program Notes 
 
The origin of Patapan dates back to 1720’s France.  The lyrics were originally Burgundian and 
reflected a shepherd’s account of the nativity.  The simple instruments available to tenders of the 
flock such as flutes and drums are referenced and imitated throughout the carol.  This thematic 
material lends itself perfectly to percussion instruments and even when sung, the rhythm and the 
accents drive the melody from beginning to end.  

This arrangement attempts to capture the spirit of classic fantasy pieces, taking the listener 
through a variety of moods without the piece ever losing energy.  The scoring features as few as 
5 or as many as 9 percussionists, and only standard instruments are required. 

It is dedicated to all lovers of the holiday season. 

 

About the Arranger 
 
Porter Eidam has degrees in Percussion Performance and Secondary Music Education from 
Michigan State University. 
 
He has been a private percussion instructor since 1987, and currently serves as the instructor of 
Percussion at Community Music School in Trappe, PA. 
 
Being from a musical family, he has been a freelance musician since he was in the 7th grade 
playing in various local performing groups in Michigan and Pennsylvania. 
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Time ca. 3:30
Grade 4

(Percussion Feature)

Patapan

Any reproduction, adaptation or arrangement of this work in whole or in part without the consent of the copyright owner constitutes an infringement of copyright.
Copyright © 2013 Wingert-Jones Publications, Paoli, PA 19301

International Copyright Secured    Made in U.S.A.    All Rights Reserved

1Flute   2

Oboe

Bassoon

Clarinet 1

2Clarinet   3

Bass Clarinet

1Alto Saxophone   2

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Trumpet 1

Trumpet 2

1F Horn   2

1Trombone   2

Baritone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Metal)

Gong, Suspended Cymbal,
Crash Cymbal, Finger Cymbal,

Tambourine, Triangle

Percussion 2
(High)

Two High Tom-toms,
Snare Drum, Bells

Percussion 3
(Middle)

Medium Tom-tom,
5 Temple Blocks, Chimes

Percussion 4
(Low)

Bass Drum,
Low Tom-tom, Vibraphone
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Traditional Carol
arranged by Porter Eidam
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?
bb

F, G, Bb, D

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
G up to A

∑

/

Gong
(gong mallet in one hand;
drum stick in the other)

∑ ∑
Bell of Suspended Cymbal (stick)

∑ ∑

Suspended Cymbal (yarn mallets)
>

∑
S.C. Bell 

/

Two High Tom-toms

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Snare Drum
3 >

∑ ∑ ∑

&bb
Chimes

∑ /

Medium Tom-tom

& ∑ ∑ /

Temple Blocks

∑

/

Bass Drum To Vibraphone
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1A. Sx.   2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

1F Hn.   2

1Tbn.   2
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A down to G

∑
>

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
>

∑ ∑
S.C.

(yarn mallet in one hand:
triangle beater in the other)

∑ ∑
l.v. Triangle

/
> >

∑
>

/

Med. Tom> >
∑ ∑

>
∑ ∑ ∑

&bb
Vibraphone

∑ ∑ ∑ /

B.D.
(bass drum mallet in one hand;
dum stick on the other)

∑ ∑
3

Low Tom-tom

∑ ∑
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& ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ . ∑ ∑
. .

&
. . . > . .

. . . .
. . ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ . .

&
. . .

> . . . . . . . .
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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Bb down to A
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∑
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> > > > > > > > > To Chimes

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

To Vibraphone

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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T. Sx.

B. Sx.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

1F Hn.   2

1Tbn.   2

Bar.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Glock.

Chim.

Vib.

f

Broadly q = 100129

f

f

f

ff

f

mf

ff f
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/ ∑ ∑
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