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Program Notes 
 
An Irish Legend uses the traditional Irish folk song “The Minstrel Boy” as the melodic material 
in this piece.  The inspirational and emotional lyrics by Thomas Moore (1779-1852) portray the 
loss of several friends in the 1798 rebellion of the United Irishmen.  One of the lasting messages 
of this song is freedom from slavery and tyranny – a powerful message that has touched many 
people fighting for their country.  The sense of longing, loss, and triumph found in the lyrics is 
reflected in the somber and lyrical style of this setting for concert band.  
 

 
About the Arranger 
 
Joseph Eidson (b. 1981) holds degrees in composition from the University of Kansas and the 
University of Texas.  His music contains rhythmic drive, crisp harmonies, and a preference for 
lyrical melodies.  His music has been performed throughout North America and abroad, and has 
received awards and recognition from the Dallas Wind Symphony, Metropolitan Wind 
Symphony, ASCAP/CBDNA, and Opera Vista, among others.  For more information about Dr. 
Eidson’s music please visit his website at www.josepheidson.com. 
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Time ca. 2:00
Grade 2 An Irish Legend

(based on The Minstrel Boy)

Any reproduction, adaptation or arrangement of this work in whole or in part without the consent of the copyright owner constitutes an infringement of copyright.
Copyright © 2013 Wingert-Jones Publications, Paoli, PA 19301

International Copyright Secured    Made in U.S.A.    All Rights Reserved
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