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Program Notes

Spooky sound effects abound in this rollicking work which depicts a family’s
encounter with a poltergeist in their home. Through foot stomping, percussion
effects, instrument key and valve clicking, and other added effects such as
ghostly laughter, the band creates an environment of terror for the family. As

the constantly-increasing tempo at the end of the work suggests, the family is

eventually run out of their own house by the relentless poltergeist.

About the Composer Q
L 2

John Prescott is a Professor of Music at Missouri State University, wher O

teaches theory, composition, and commercial music. His\compositions
works for band, orchestra, chorus, solo, and cham
multi-media pieces, and have been performed n d inter .
Dr. Prescott holds degrees in music theory and«€omposition from Flofida State

University and from the University of Kan he studxx sition

with John Pozdro and James Barnes. Q



Achievement Series Lesson Guide
Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning objectives that
support the National Standards for Arts Education.

POLTERGEIST
John Prescott

National Standards addressed through this publication:
#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.
#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.
#9 Understanding the music in relation to history and culture.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Poltergeist provides excellent opportunities for students to develop an awareness of dynamic contrast'andistyle; There

are opportunities to play soft, and opportunities to play almost every dynamic level from there to very loud ( £ ).
Stylistic opportunities range from long, full value notes to staccato and agcented'separated notes;

A poltergeist is a noisy, usually mischievous ghost which is sometimes held responsiblg forfunexplained noises (from
Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary)

MUSIC THEORY
KEY: gminor. Learn or review the following scale, which is printed at the toptet each'player’s part.

Key of G Minor

Concert G Minor 9.'9L — i | i

Scale and Arpeggio < s B e e
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TIME SIGNATURE

’,t - There are four beats to@ measure, and a quarter note receives one beat.

DYNAMIC MARKINGS

p (piano) - soft
mp (Mezzo piano) - moderately soft
mjf (mezzo forte) - moderately loud
S (forte) - loud

Jf (fortissimo) - very loud

crescendo (—————)m=gradually get louder
diminuendo (——=—=2-) -‘gradually get softer

STYLE INDICGATORS

accent (=9y- emphasis on a note or chord. Accented notes are separated
staccato ( - ) -“detached, separated and light

tenuto ( - ) - play the note for its full value

OTHER MUSICAL TERMS
accel. (accelerando) — gradually play faster

D.S. al Coda - (D.S. = dal segno) repeat back to the sign (%), and at the Coda sign (), go directly to the Coda.

Coda () - a concluding passage or section
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Play

sim.

Click keys of instruments rapidly
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D.S. al Coda
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$ Coda
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accel.. . . _ . .
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(add optional spooky sound effects through end of piece)
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(rapid stomping)
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