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Program Notes

Sand Castles was composed for the San Dieguito Union High School District Middle School Honor
Band and premiered with the composer conducting on Sunday, March 4, 2007 in Carlsbad,
California. The composer wanted to write a work that would be playable by many junior high and
intermediate school concert bands.

The work is dedicated to Gilroy’s Godson, Noah Price, son of Brandon and Marie Price. Brandon was
a high school student, college student and graduate conducting assistant with composer Dr. Gilroy.
During the summers Gilroy has had the opportunity to see little Noah at the “shore” and on vacation.
Noah displays the same peacefulness and innocence as most children his age while enjoying the sud,
sand, water and fun of summer vacations.

Percussionists will get a work out in this simple yet elegant new concert selection for youn@bandssA
septet of percussionists begin the work with light and delicate sounds, that might bring about theughts
of an empty beach early in the morning. Woodwind voices take Oveg,With a simple melody
accompanied by several contrapuntal lines. Eventually this gives'way t0 a mid-seetionfof the work
where the brass dominate an 8-bar build that grows and grews tatil the bottom dropsfut and the only
things left is a very transparent sound featuring casgadinggeeds. Once again voicesddyer in, and the
group grows to another climax, this time the biggest moment in the workeAnether transparent
woodwind feature calms everything before the work'tetusfis to the DS™WAs the composition enters the
coda section, the upper woodwinds play a vari€ty of ostinati while theybrassfand saxophones state
several interesting and closing harmonies all'overa pedal ‘F’amtheélow winds. The final chords are
accompanied by the very smooth and relaxthg sound of thefocean as the trumpet players join in
swirling ocean drums from their sgats in the,band.

About the Composer

Gary P. Gilroy is a ProfesgorgofaMusic and Director of Bands at California State University, Fresno.
In 1993 he was appointed AsseCiate Directet 6f Bards and Director of the Bulldog Marching Band.
After 13 years wathis) position and having built ‘6ne of the finest collegiate marching bands on the
west coast, Dr. Giltey became Dirgectorf of Bands. Prior to this appointment he served for a decade as
Director of Bands atFred C. Beyer'High School in Modesto, California where his band was awarded
several national honors as well as theInternational Sudler Shield Award from the John Philip Sousa
Foundation.

Dr. Gilroy is active as a guest conductor and clinician throughout the United States. Most notably, he
has served as guest cgnduictos for the Oregon All-State JHS Honor Band and the California All-State
High School Symphoric Band. His numerous compositions and arrangements for concert band,
percussion ensemblefand marching band, are published through the Arrangers Publishing Company,
BRS MusicgidncpDachn Publications, Kagarice Brass Editions, Matrix Publications, TRN Music
Publishersi\Warner Btothers, Wingert-Jones Publications, and CPP/Belwin Mills. He has been an
ASCAP Cempeosers Award recipient every year since 2001.
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