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FROM THE SUMMIT

About This Composition

From the Summit was written to honor the retirement of band director, James C. Oliver. Mr.
Oliver served the Lee’s Summit (Missouri) School District for 25 years and helped build a
tremendous music program. The piece is written around the idea of starting out on a journey —
reaching the summit — reflecting on where the listener has been — celebrating the arrival to the
summit.

This piece could be interpreted as the climb up a mountain; however, the original meaning is to
celebrate what had occurred with the Lee’s Summit High School music department under M.
Oliver's guidance.

The piece features a clarinet and flute duet during the refleetive portion. It alsothas aetive
percussion and is scored in such a manner that all parts will femain active and Have a paft that
is enjoyable to play.

Aboutithe Composer

Kirt N. Mosier, in his eighteenth year, teaching, preserntly teaches in the Lee’s Summit (Mis-
souri) R-7 School District. He is the difeetor of orchestras atLee’s Summit High School and at
Pleasant Lea Junior High Schoolk Prior'to this teaching position, Mr. Mosier taught for the
Raytown (Missouri) C-2 School\District. During hi§ nine,years in the Raytown district, he was
the director of orchestras at Raytown South High Schogl and Raytown South Middle School.
Mr. Mosier has been anfadjiinct professor for Baker Wniversity, where he taught music history.
He is currently an_adjufict professor forghe University of Missouri-Kansas City, where he
teaches arranging for music education4and Master’s degree candidates. Mr. Mosier holds a
Bachelor ofMusi¢ Education and MastegofMusic in composition degree from the University of
Missouri-Kansas City.

During his teaching career, Mr. Mosier’s groups have performed throughout the United States
and consistently received the highest honor ratings. In 1993, his orchestra won the outstanding
performing group at a_natiofial festival in San Antonio. During his tenure at Raytown South
High School, the orchestra’systring section grew from 13 to 105 members.

Mr. Mosier is an dctive glintician and adjudicator throughout the Midwest and southern regions
of the U.S. He is,also a composer and has had works featured at the Midwest International Band
and Orchestra Clinic. In 1993, Mr. Mosier’s piece, Baltic Dance, won the National School
OrchestrapAssociation Composition Contest. That same year, he was commissioned by the
Missouri chaptemof ASTA to write the All-State Orchestra piece, Revelation.

Mt. Mosier has been Orchestra Vice President for the Kansas City Metro District No. 3 of the
Missouri Music Educators Association and the Missouri state representative for the National
School Orchestra Association. In 1995, he was the Missouri state coordinator for the National
High School Honors Orchestra, which performed at the 1996 MENC convention.

Mr. Mosier has several published works for orchestra, and most recently has written the 2004
commissioned work for the Missouri All-State Orchestra.



To James C. Oliver, for his enormous contriubtion to the Lee’s Summit R-7 music programs.
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