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Program Notes

Chasing Joaquin Murrietta was commissioned by the Valley Christian Junior High School Band, Jeff
Wilson, Director of Bands, San Jose, California. The work is loosely based on the story of Joaquin
Murrietta who was a famous California bandit in the 1800’s.

Murietta came from Mexico in the late 1840’s and worked as a card dealer in one of the many saloons of
the bustling “Mother Lode” country. When his young wife was attached by gold miners he began a
career of gun slinging robbery which has never been equaled. He started with small holdups but
eventually organized a band of desperados numbering 80 men at times. They held up stage coaches and
robbed gold miners throughout the High Sierras. It was said that Murrietta was secretly loved by
rancheros whom he helped in a Robinhood-like manner by stealing from the rich and giving to the*paor:
Murrietta and his comrades hid out with the rattlesnakes in the hills of the “Mother Lode”. At the
climatic end of this work one can almost hear the final, fatal shot that €aptain Harry Love délivered as
he and his 20 men rode down upon the bandit, shot and killed Murriettainear Lake Tularemandyput an
end to this chapter of California history.

The percussion writing is extensive and no instrument should be,omitted if péssible:“Ehe Vibraslap is
very important as it is meant to conjure up images of the rattlésnake in the hot deserbheat of San Joaquin
Valley. A whip should be created by hinging two piecesyof pine wood (approximately 6” X 20” X %)
together. This model is preferred over the commergially produced slapstick-\itshould also be noted that
the timpanist and the Percussion 2 player shouldshare a set of chimes:

About the Composer

Gary P. Gilroy is a Professor ¢f Music at Californid State, University, Fresno, where he served as
Associate Director of Bands, afd as Director ofthe Bulldog Marching Band since 1993. Prior to his
appointment he served for adecade as Directdr,of Bands at Fred C. Beyer High School in Modesto,
California where His band was awarded se¥etal national honors as well as the International Sudler Shield
Award from the John*Rhilip Sousa Foundation|

Dr. Gilroy is active as a guest conductor and clinician throughout the United States. He has served as the
guest conductor for the OregontAll¢State JHS Honor Band and the California All-State High School
Symphonic Band. He has a aumbegof publications for both concert and marching band. He has served
for eleven years on the beard of the California Band Directors Association, and he is currently their
president. He is past president of the Fresno Madera Counties Music Educators Association, and
currently serves as ghe"Western States Chair for the National Band Association.
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