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ELSA’S PROCESSION TO THE CATHEDRAL

from the opera Lohengrin
by Richard Wagner

adapted for modern concert band
by John R. Bourgeois

About this Composition

The great German composer Richard Wagner (1813-1883) composed Lohengrin, an opera in thrée aets,
from 1846 to 1848. The story takes place in the court of King Henry I (10th century), where Elsa (the
soprano) is accused of having murdered her brother, Gottfried. A'knight, Lohengrin, arriyes on a boat
drawn by a swan and offers to defend and marry Elsa on the condition she not éver ask his name{The music
in this selection is the beautiful, dramatic bridal procession and chogus‘that follows.

The music is at the beginning of the fourth scene of A¢t II. A'llongytrain of ladiesjmagnificently attired,
proceeds slowly, finally ascending the steps of the church. '

After the second theme at measure 17, Elsa appears amid the processional\train, and the noblemen
respectfully bare their heads as Elsa begins her magnificent journey to the ¢athedral for her wedding to
Lohengrin.

This opera marked the transition fromgWagner’s early operas (Rienzi, The Flying Dutchman and
Tannhauser) to his later masterworks (Ring, Tristan, Meistersinger and Parsifal).

About the Arranger

The career of Col. John R. Bourgeois (ret.), the 25th director of the United States Marine Band, has
spanned nine presidential administrations - ffom Eisenhower to Clinton. He retired from the Marine
Corps after servifig as the band’s director and asymusic advisor to the White House for 17 years.

Born in 1934 in Gibson, Louisiana, Col. Bourgeois attended Jesuit High School and Loyola University in
New Orleans. A French hornist, he performéd with the New Orleans Philharmonic Orchestra and the
New Orleans Opera Company.

He joined the Marine Corps_iny1956, and he joined “The President’s Own” U.S. Marine Band in 1958,
serving as a French hornisgand staff arranger. He became director of the band in 1974, serving in that
capacity until his retirementin 1996.

Under his leadership, thé Marine Band presented its first overseas performances, traveling to the Nether-
lands, Norway, Eggland and Ireland. In 1990, Col. Bourgeois led the band on an historic 18-day concert
tour of the formerSovietilUnion. Col. Bourgeois directed 16 national concert tours - a tradition started by
John Philip Sousa in"1891.

Sincethis‘tetirement, he has enjoyed the life of a country gentleman, residing in a beautiful, historic
homesite in‘the Virginia countryside, while continuing to be extremely active as a guest conductor and
clinician.

TheBourgeois Editions were established in 1995 to present the musical works of Col. Bourgeois, so that
they may be enjoyed and performed by musicians and audiences throughout the world.



Richard Wagner
arr. by John R. Bourgeois

from "Lohengrin"

Elsa's Procession to the Cathedral

Slowly and solemnly
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Eb CL
CL2

CL3

Alto CL.
B.CL

A Sax. 1,2
T. Sax.

B. Sax
Cornets 2,3
Tipts

Offstage

Trumpets
FHns. 1,2
FHns.3,4

A
Fls.2,3
Obs. 1,2
E. Hn.
Bsn. 1
CL1

-13 -



Cell Ceflle Col o/lgl Ca ) Cdg u dil € (e E pCol|l|[|Cat|l ¢RIl 8|l C|R||CHE|l ¢ w(C
T M
awnl|| e « «hl N e ey LEUR el N V| e b 4 derh e ol || R [N DEre e e
Ny
T . LI i *
{ﬁ ~ ~1 N
E. g aF- sf m..- Jl.e or & ”p-.- f_ -Tw M. | Ha SIEY L™y HLP Kw...w oF o:r n TN N[N WOl ﬂ
-
> | I
1
§)
° -
[N ,
™
Hh
Ha
ol1 1 1] q % llo ﬁ_ a1l i8] ollg| o ﬂ_ gl wall « ol qk g dlle (g NI w &
| L . ﬁ
., !
A
mf ]
"
N ~
JuE "
L
ﬁ ﬁ Hy ®
I IR I HESE I ENUH-HESCE K SUIHHESS ol | g - AIE £] i d & oll||R4RIIQ [H|R [R]l0R |Any
T v ) 3 L @L U | = Al sl D
$e 46 46 G o der dE A e ok ke N e pee ok He % e A &l ¢ .
- o e " = ) , - m ym 3 R S 3
g 93 £ 3" o - o - 3 © & 4 & B ; 2 s £ £ 3z % f :
i i & 5 £ 2 s 5 o 2 2 < & i E 5 B gE = E & 5 F & & séa

—14-





